KaTpuH Bennamm
WUrpe! NMpodgeccuoranos

[MockBa 'Uspatenbckuu Jom Ha CtpacTtHOM’, 1999r.]

AHHomauust: FOHasi meHHucucmka Menucca ®@appenn u mpuduyamunemHuli ogpuuyep Huk JleHHokc co30aHbl dpyz 0ns dpyaa. Ux nobosb, cmpacme,
83auMHoe npumsixeHue beszpaHu4Hbl. Ho ecrniu Huk meuymaem ylimu 8 omcmaeky, nocenumscs 8 p0O08OM UMEHUU U MOCKopee ob3asecmuck HacrieOHU-
koM, mo Mernucca He mbicrium cebe xu3Hu 6e3 rnpogheccuoHanbHO20 MeHHUCa C €20 becrpepbi8HbIMU pa3be3daMu U XEeCmKUM caMoozgpaHu4deHuem. A
mym ewe KO3HU npusriekamesibHo20 doHxyaHa Juca [enaHu u yxaxusaHue eriobeHHo20 u npedaHHo20 Xasa PeHyuka...

Menucca u Huk Hawsnu nymu dpye k dpyey. Cymerom fiu oHU Haimu obuwud, coO8MeCMHbIU rMymb — K cHacmpHo?

Traea 1l

— MNpecca okpecTuna aToT NnoeauHokK “bruteoi kpacaemy”, — coobun kanutaH Oenn Kynneng, no npo3suity Kyn, csoemy apyry mavopy Huky JIeHHOKCy.

Huk nuwb ycMexHyncst B OTBET U NpubaBur CKOPOCTb — “Aryap” obIpkHY I 1 nerko oboluen BepeHuly aBTomobuneit. CTpernka cnugomeTpa kavHynach 3a
OTMEeTKY OEeBSAHOCTO.

— Jta JTioumsa KoHTun, no-moemy, ntanbsaHka, — He yHumMancs Kyn, — 3HomHas xeHwmHal A kak Bbirnagut 1Boa Menncca ®appenn?

— OHa noka eLle He Mos, HO st paboTaro B 9TOM HanpaBneHuun, — oxusmrnca Huk. — [leB4OHKa — NpocTo ckaska! Bbicokas, ANUMHHOHOras, pOCKOLHbIE TEM-
Hbl€ BOJIOCbI, HEBEPOSATHLIE CMHUE rMa3a 1 anble rybku, nyxnele, kak 6yTOH po3bl. Tak U TAHET UX NoLenoBaTh...

— MoxelLlb He npogonkaTtb, MHE BCE MOHATHO, — Nepedbun ero npuaTens, Xanes, 4To 3agan 3ToT BOMpocC.
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OHKM HanpaBnanMCb Ha TEHHUCHBIN TYpHUP B BbekHeM, rae BocemMHaguaTUNeTHEN CMOPTCMEHKe BnepBble NPeacTOsano NOMepUTbCa curamu ¢ npodec-
cmoHanamu. OTKpbITOe NepBEHCTBO rpadpcTBa KeHT TpaanuUMOHHO NpeaBapsno TEHHUCHBIN TYpHUP B YUMONAoHe.

CnopTuBHbIX 0603peBaTenen Menncca ®appenn 3anHTepecoBasa He TOMbKO CBOEW MpuBNeKaTeslbHOW BHELUHOCTbIO M HECOMHEHHbIM TaflaHTOM, HO U
TBEpPAbIM HAMEPEHMEM MONTK MO cTonam ctapliero 6paTta. OguH U3 CUMBbHENLLMX TEHHUCUCTOB AHInuK, xek ®appenn 0COBGEHHO OTANYUICA B NApHbIX CO-
CTSA3aHUSIX MYXXCKOrO paspsiga, urpas BMecTte ¢ JicoM [lenaHu, Ybh NiobOBHbIE MOXOXOEHUS CHUCKANU €My CnaBy “CKBEPHOro NapHs”, YTO HUYYTb HE CMYy-
LLIaNo aMepuKaHCKOro AOHXyaHa.

OcrtaTok nytn enn n Huk monyanw.

Ha cTtagnoH oHu npubbiny HE3aZomnro A0 Havana matya.

— lMpoknsaTtue! — B cepauax Bbipyrancsa Huk, npocMoTpes nporpammy TypHupa. — He oxuaan, 4To 1 My>X4MHbI UTPatoT Ha 3TUX XKe NioLlagKkax.

— A no4yemy 3710 oropyaeT Te65? — yausuncs Kyn.

— O6bsaBunca duic enaHu, — HaxMmypuncs Huk, Bcem CBOMM BMAOM [aBas ApYry NOHATb, YTO AarbHENLIMX NOSACHEHMI He ByaerT.

Xoaunu cnyxu, 4to QUc — NOTOMOK uHAenueB-anavyen. CMyrnonuupli, ¢ ACTPEOUHBIM B3rnsaaoM U ANUHHBIMU YEPHbIMW BONIOCaMu, NepexBayeHHbIMU
NEeHTOMN, OH NOXOAMN Ha XMLLHYIO NTULY.

Menwncca Bnobunace B Hero YeTblpHagUuaTUNETHEN AEBUYOHKOW U BO3HaMepunach BbIATU 3a CBOEro Kymmpa 3amyx. dTa NOApPOCTKOBasS Henokorneobu-
MOCTb HacTOpaxuBarna ee poavTenen n NbCTnna caMmoBnobneHHoMy Jiicy.

— Ho [denaHu, Hackonbko 51 3Hat0, He TOPOMUTCA CBA3bIBaTb cebsa GpayHbiMu y3amu, — ckaszan Kyn, goragaBwumce 0 npuydnHe Tpesorun apyra. — CoBeTyto
Tebe aepxaTbCsa C JOCTOMHCTBOM, KaK U noaobaeT HacnegHUKY ABOPSHCKOro TUTyna 1 pogoBoro umexus. A Menucce 06 3TOM M3BECTHO?

— Ee moxeT BneyatnuTtb TOMbKO OAUH TUTYN — nobeamTtens Y uMGnaoHCKOro TypHMpa, — ¢ ynblokon cka3an Huk. — Ho KoMb yXX Mbl 3aroBOpUnu 0 3HaTHbIX
npepgkax, To 3ameuy: ceMbsi Pappenn BOT yke 6ornee Tpex CTONETU XXMBET B NoMecTbe bennBya, NOCTPOEHHOM eLle B anoxy THoaopoB.

— Tebe He ocTaeTcsa HMYEro Apyroro, kKak ynosaTb Ha cBoe 0basiHue, — ocknabuncs Kyn. — OHo elue Hu pa3y Tebsa He noaBerno.

— K Menwncce Henb3a noaxoanTb ¢ o0Len mepkon, — 6ypkHyn Huk, BHOBb YTKHYBLUMCb HOCOM B nporpaMmmMy. — OHa urpaeT Ha BTOPOM KopTe, — Aobasun
OH W HanpaBuncs K rpynne 60nenbLINKoOB.

Kyn He Toponuncsa nocnefoBaTh 3a APYroM: OH yxe npucMoTpen 6ydeT ¢ npoxnaauTenbHbIMU HanUTKaMu, UHTEPECYHOLLMI ero ropasgo bonblue, Yem
BCTpeyYa ABYX TEHHUCUCTOK. Ha TypHMp OH npuexan Tonbko pagu Menwuccel, nneHvBLlLen cepgue Huka, ¢ KoTopblM ero cessbiBana CoBMeCTHas NATUNETHAS
cnyx0a B ogHoM nonky. Ha namatu Kyna elle HM ogHONM AeBwLe He yaaBanoch Tak BCKPYXWUTb HUKy ronosy.

— MNoxanyn, 9 cnepBa BbINbO NMBA, — KPUKHYN OH Bcriea Huky. — YBuaumcs Ha TpubyHe.

— Xopouo, — 06epHYBLUMCb, KUBHY eMy Huk 1 nowwen aanbLue.

Bbicokuin, atTneTnyecky CnoXeHHbI 6NOHOUH C cepebpuUCTbiM OTTEHKOM KOPOTKO CTPWPKEHHBIX BOMNOC, OH MPOU3BOAMI BrevaTneHne YenoBeka, NpuBbIK-
wero nobmBaTbca nocTaBneHHon Uenm. O6 3ToM cBUOETENbCTBOBANM M €ro AbIMYaTo-Cepble rnasa ¢ npsMbiM, Kak 1 ero HOC, B3rnsiAoM, U TBepabii noado-
ponok. CeroaHst HuK 661n B BOeHHOM MyHAMpe. OH He ycnen nepeoaeTbCs B rpaXaaHCKMIA KOCTIOM 13-3a crielwkun. B bekHem — ropogok B6nn3m JloHgoHa — oH
nomMyancsi Ha “aryape” npsmo u3 kazapmbel B OngepLluioTe, 608Cb 0nNo3fath K Hayany cCopeBHOBaHWA. EABa B3rnsHyB Ha HEro, My>YuHbl MOMYa ycTynanu emy
[0pory, Noka OH NPOTUCKMBAIICA CKBO3b TOMMY K TEHHUCHOMY KOPTY. KEHLUMHbI C MHTEPECOM MPOBOXaNM NnevncToro 6enoKkyporo BennkaHa B3rnsgamu, uH-
TYUTMBHO yragbiBasi B HEM HaCTOSLLEro My>X4MHY.

MpuceB Ha cBoOOAHOE MECTO HenoAarneky oT rpynnbl 6onenbWUKOB, Npyuweawmnx nogaepxaTte Menuccy, Huk Totyac xxe 3ametun [xeka — ynelounBoro
CBETIIOBOJIOCOr0 MOMNOAOro My>X4UHY C O30PHBIMWU MCKOPKaMK B Kapux rrasax, kak u y ero otua, [JaHnena, ¢ KotopbiM OHW ObINM MOX0XW Kak ABe Kannu BoAbl,
C MonpaBKkoOW Ha Bo3pacT, pa3ymeeTtcs. Po3a Pappenn — matb Menucebl 1 [Ixeka — coOXpaHuna XEHCKYH MpUBReKaTenbHOCTb, YMyOpPUBLUMCL U3bexaTb
MOPLLUH Ha KPacUBOM 1LE U CEAIMHbI B NYCTbIX YEPHbIX BOMOCaX, YAMBUTENbHBIM 06pa3oM rapMOHUPYHOLLMX C YapyHoLLen CMHEBOW ee OrPOMHBbIX a3, CToMb
e nneHuTenbHbIX, kKak 1 y Menunccel. BoT yxxe Heckomnbko neT, kak [aHnen n Posa pa3Benucb, HO B3avMHble 00MAabl ycnenun no3adblTbCs, CMEHMBLUUCH
BMOJIHE APY>XECKMMN OTHOLLEHUSIMU ObIBLUUX CYMNpYroB.
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— MpocTtuTe! — BoCcKNMKHYNa Ha XO4y pbbKeBOMocas CTpOMHasA AeBYyLKa, NPOTUCKMBAsACH N0 Npoxoay MMMO Huka k cBo6ogHOMY MecTeuKy psagom ¢ xe-
KOM. 3aHsiB ero, OHa C 3aroBOPLUMLIKUM BUOOM CTana HallenTbiBaTb TOMY YTO-TO Ha yXO.

— 370 Katn OnuBep, — ckaszan KTo-TO 3a CnuHOW y Huka. — N3-3a TpaBMbl KONieHa OHa BblHY)XAEHA Ha BpeMms npekpaTuTb UrpaTb U cenmyac TpeHupyeT
Menuccy. NoBopsT, KaTn HamepeHa NoCBATUTL 3TOMY 3aHATUIO BECb rO4.

— YT0 caoenan 31c 9TON HOYLIO C HecyacTHoW Jlioumein? — Tuxo cnpocuna Katn y [xxeka. — OHa coBepLUEHHO Mo3esieHena 1 NpUropLHaAMKU rnoTtaeT 60-
neyronsioLime TabneTkum.

— OH nogmeluan e Boakv Bo OPyKTOBbLIV COK 1 noAckinan B kode crabutensHoro, — otBeTnn xek. O6a npbICHYNM co cMexy, XOTSA 1 YyBCTBOBanu cebs
0T4acTu BUHOBATbLIMK B crnyyuBliemcs. O4HO Aeno — YeCTHO BOCMONb30BaTLCS TPaBMOW U 6onesHbo NPOTUMBHMKA, APYroe — HaMepPEeHHO cnocobcTBoOBaTh
€ro HeJOMOraHuio. ..

Ixek yroBopun 3nca nonbiTaTbcsl cO6NasHMTb ero ObIBLUYHO MNOAPYXKKY HakaHyHe ee BCTpeun ¢ Mennccon, HO TOT NepeycepacTBoBas, YTto, B 00LWeM-TO,
He cnukom 1 obpagosano [xeka.

3puTenu 3axnonanv B nagoLuun, NPUBETCTBYS CMOPTCMEHOK, BbILLEALWNX HA KOPT, U HUK NepeknioumMn BHUMaHWe Ha y4acTHUL, 3Ton “OuTBbLI”, Xenas no-
6enbl, kKOHe4YHO xe, Menuncce. Co BpeMeHn nx nepeon BcTpeum MuHyn rog. OH yBuaern ee B maTye c ero nnemsiHHuuen keccukon CT3HTOH, nobena B KOTO-
pom goctanacb Menucce, n ToT4yac e no yLwiun Bnobuncs B OHYyH YeMnnoHkKy. Bekope nocne atoro Huk Gbin BbIHYXAEH MOKMHYTH AHININIO MO AenaM Cryx-
6bl, HO Menucca He BbIxoauna y Hero n3 ronosbl. U ¢ kaxabiM HOBbIM, NYCTb PeOKUM U KOPOTKUM, CBMAAHWEM C HEW OH Bce Oonblue ybexaancs B TOM, YTO
Menwncca — geByLuka ero MeyTbl.

— OHa BbIrnaguT bnegHoBaTon, — 03aboyeHHO 3ameTnna Posa.

— C Hel BCce B nopsigke, — 3aBepuna ee Katu. — lNpocTo cnerka BonHyeTcs.

>KeHLwmHbl 3amonyanu, Habngas 3a Menuccon, HEPBHO NEPEMMHAIOLLLENCS C HOMM Ha HOTY B OXMOaHUM pe3yrnbTaTakepebbeBky nepes Havyanom mar-
ya. Ho yxe Bo Bpemsi pa3amuHku Po3a, [xek n Katu cnerka ycnokounucb, BUAS, Kak YBEPEHHO NepeaBUraeTcsl oHa no KOpTy M ObET No MsYy, He Bbika3blBas
HWKaKUX MPU3HAKOB CKOBAHHOCTMW, OMACcHOM Ania urpoka nboro paHra. [kek cHoOBa nogymar, 4to cectpa B OTNUYHON hopMe, 1 MEPEKIIOYUIT CBOE BHUMAHUE
Ha ee conepHuLy.

JTouns yyBcTBOBana cebs yxxacHo, NpoknuHasa drica n cobCcTBeHHY cnabocTb. Kaxabin yaap no Msavy oTaaBarncs pe3kow ronoBHOM 60mblo. He HyxHO
ObINo NOAAaBaTLCH Ha ero YyroBopbl YyTOUKY paccnabuTbCst 1 BbINUTb MO NErkoMy KOKTEnno. [eno KoH4Mnock, pasymeeTtcs, 6ECCOHHOM HOYbIO B €ro nocre-
nu. OcTtaBarnocb NuLb HAOEATLCH, YTO HEOMNbITHAsA aHrNMYaHKa CrOMaeTCs B Hayarne BCTpeyu. ..

Monyuns npaBo BbIOOpa, JlIoUMA YMBILNEHHO OTAana NepByld CEPU0 NOAAY CONepHULE, HaoesCb, YTO B criydyae Heygaum Menuvcca ckucHeT. 3aHnmas
NO3ULMIO, aHIMMYaHKa OEeNCTBUTENBHO NPOSABNANa Nerkyr HeyBepeHHOCTb. Ho efBa TpubByHbI 3aTUXIM M CyAbS Ha BbILLKE OTAAan KOMaHAy urpatb, Kak oHa
yBEpPEHHO NoAbpocuna BBEpX MAY U, MOLLHBLIM YAapoM MOCnaB ero B yron “keagpara”, Bbibexana k ceTke, 4Tobbl HAHECTU crneayLwniA yaap ¢ neta. Huskas
TpaekTopus Msiya, KOCHYBLLErocsi MoLlafku Tam, rae conepHuua He npeasuaena, npuHecna en yaady: cyet ctan 15:0. Menucca o6neryeHHo B3oxHyna u
BEpPHyNachb Ha NUHWIO No4auun.

— JloBko! — ogobprTENBHO BOCKNUKHY N [xek. — OHa SIBHO He OXuaana OT CECTPEHKM Takow MpbITy.

KaTu monya kmBHyna B 3Hak cornacus ¢ HuMm, a Posa n [aHmen BoobLue npomMonyany, OXBavyeHHble a3apToM O0NenbLLMKOB.

Cnepys coBeTy Katn, Menucca npugepxvsanacb HaMe4eHHON TakTUKM BbIXOAOB Brepen nocrne nogayu, nbitasgcb He ynycTUTb UHULMATUBY W He AaTb
conepHuLe BTAHYTb €€ B 3aTsbkHOM obmeH yaapamu. Bonee onbiTHas Jlioumsa HaBepHsika cymena Obl nepenrpatb ee B Takon cuTyauuu. MNMpourpaB TOMbKO
OJVH po3bIrpbill Msiva, Menncca Beimrpana nepebIv reliM 1 cena oTabixaTb, BNOMHE JOBONbHAA COOOMN.

JTiouns ¢ gocaabl OTLWBBIPHYNA pakeTKy, a Korga HarHynacb NoAHATb ee, B3OPOrHyna oT pe3kow 60mnm B rofioBe: kasanochk, YTO ee 3anuvnu pacrnnasreH-
HbIM cBuHLOM! ELle Bonbluee oropyeHne NOCTUrIo ee ABajLaTtbh MUHYT CNYCTS, KOrga OHa npourpana renmM, B KOTOpOM nofasana cama. Menuvcca 3aBepLum-
na nepBbli CeT yBepeHHON nobenom co cuetom 6:3. Hageuranace katactpoda.

JTiouns ynana Ha cTyn, COBEPLUEHHO O0BECCUNEHHAst XYTKOW roNoBHOM O60Mbio, U 3aKpbina rnasa. XonogHble NpMMOYKMA K BUCKAM HEMHOro obnerdunu ee
CTpaAaHusi, HO HEMPUATHBIE OLLYLLIEHUS BO3HUKIN B XXMBOTE. B npuHLmMne, MOXHO GbINO cenyac xe npepBaTbh 3TOT MaTty, NPU3HaB CBOE NMOpaxXeHWe, MOCKOmMb-
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Ky ero pesynbTaT HAKaK He OTpasuncs Obl HU Ha ee MOMOXEHUU B CMIUCKE CUMbHENLLIMX NPOdECCUOHANbHBIX UTPOKOB, HU Ha NpeacTosawem Y MMOnaoHCKOM
TypHupe. [Jo Hero elle ocTaBanocb 4OCTATOYHO BPEMEHM, YTOObI XOPOLLEHBKO MOTPEHMPOBATLCA Ha TPaBAHOM KopTe. Ho ropaocTe He nossonuna Jliouun
coaTbCst MONnoaow conepHuue 6e3 605, U OHa MpoMyyunachk eLle yac, npexae Yem cyabsi 06bsBUM, YTo Nobeny B 3TON BCTpeye ofepxana Menuvcca Pap-
penn.

— Monogeu! — Jliounsa noxana en pyky vyepes ceTky. — Hagetocb, Mbl elle BcTpeTnmcs!

OTmeTVB B ee HeJoOpoOM B3rnsige 3aTaeHHy yrpo3y pesaHLlla, Menucca nuilb KMBHyNa B OTBET U C LUMPOKOW YNbIOKON Ha CUSKOLLEM NLE NoAoLUna K
CBOUM GNN3KUM.

— Tbl NpoLuna Bo BTOpoK Typ, no3gpasnsitol — BocknmkHyna Katu. — Ho g noHaTusa He nmeto, ¢ kem Tebe npugetca urpate! MNonay HaBeay cnpaBky.

— Koe-komy He Bepunocb, YTO A BblUrpato, — nposop4ana en scneg Menuvcca, BceM CBOMM BUOOM AEMOHCTPUPYS, YTO OHa caMa He COMHeBanach B Mo-
Gepne.

— C 106011 XOTAT NOroBOPUTL ra3eTunkm, — coobLmn cectpe [xek, yBoasa ee nogansiie oT 60NenbLUMKOB, creLalumx no3apaBuTh OHY0 CMIOPTCMEHKY C
ycnexoM. — He obpalial BHUMaHus Ha rnynble Bonpocsl, 6yab co Bcemu niobesHa! M He yHWxkKanm conepHuuy.

— He 6yab 3aHygon, s Bce NOMHI0! — npepBana HactaBneHuns bpata Menucca n HEOXOTHO NoLuna B 3an Ansi NPecc-KoOH(epeHUNA.

>KypHanucTtbl B 60MbLUMHCTBE CBOEM ObINM €6 COOTEYECTBEHHUKAMM 1 3a[laBanu camble NMpoCTble BOMPOCH! O NnaHax Ha byayulee. PasgenaBlumcs ¢ ra-
3eTynkamu, Menucca npuHsina gyw v nowna pasbickuBaTb KaTi, 4Tobbl y3HaThL (hamMunmio CBOEN cneaytowen conepHuupbl. En Bce elle He Bepunoch, YTo
OHa BbILLNa BO BTOPOM Typ, odepxaB ybeauTenbHyto nobeany Hag CUNbHOW CMOPTCMEHKON, BXOASLIEN B NEpBYH TpuauaTky NpodeccnoHanbHbIX TEHHUCU-
CTOK.

— Menuccal — ycnbilana oHa 3HakoMbIn ronoc U, o6epHyBLUMCh, yBuaena Huka JNleHHokca. Y neibasick, OH Maxan en pykon. — MNosgpasnsito!

— Cnacubo. — Menucca cnerka cmytunacb. Oaasa Ixkeccukn CT3HTOH Obin Bcerga 4o6p M BHUMATENEH K Hel. Ho cevac 3TOT CUMNaTUYHbIA MYy>XYMHa
BOCMPUHUMANCH €10 KaK-TO MHa4ve, He Tak, Kak paHbLue...

— A Hn pasy He Buaena Bac B MyHAvpe! — BbiNanuna oHa 1 ToTyac Xe OnycTuna rrnasa, novyBCTBOBaB, YTO NANHYMa rrynocTb.

Huk ¢ Tpyaom nogaeun ynbibky. OH 3Han, Kak 4ENCTBYET Ha XXeHLLUMH, 0COBEHHO MonoAbIX, BOeHHas hopmMa, HO He OXXuaan Takon peakumm ot Menuccsl.

— Bbl Tako My>xeCTBEHHbIV B hopme, — NOAYEPKHYTO HacmeLLnmMBo fobaBnna Ta, NbITasgCh CKPbITb CBOK PacTEPSAHHOCTL. — A [xeccunka ¢ Bamun?

— Her, 9 npuexan Ha TypHup oauH npamo u3 OngepuioTa, — otBeT!N Huk.

— AX, BOT OHO 4TO! — B3goxHyna Menucca, npuwypmuBLLUMCE. — BbIXOanT, Bbl NpUMYanvicb pagn MeHa? — ¢ ynbiOKOM cnpocuna oHa, KOKETNIMBO BCKUHYB
rofoBy M NPOH3as ero Aep3kUM B3rnsaoM U3-Noa ANVHHBLIX PECHUL,.

Boxe! KaxeTtcs, oHa 3aurpbiBaeT CO MHOW, C paA0CTHbIM U3ymMmreHunem nogyman Huk n otBeTun, BUXMMbIA BHE3aMHbIM MOPbIBOM:

— BoT nmeHHo! MoxHo npurnacutb Tebs Ha Nporynky?

— B camom pene? — nokpacHena ot yaoBonbCcTBua Menncca, Ho ToTyac e oTeena B3rnsz, HanomHuB cebe, YTo oHa NbuT ogHoro Jnca.

— Mbl mornu 661 No6poanTb No JIoHAOHY! Y MeHs yBONbHUTENbBHAA HA 3TU BbIXOAHbIE, — NOACHUN HuWK, cTapasicb roBOPUTb CMOKONHbBIM BYAHWYHBLIM TO-
HOM.

— Hy... — 3amsanacb 6bino Menucca, HO B cnefylowuin Mur 3ameTnna, kak Qnc, ogepxaBLUnii yBepeHHyo nobeay Ha rmaBHOM KopTe, yTewwaeT Jliounto, —
£ ¢ pagocTbio NpuHMMaro Balle npurnawleHue! — He 3aayMblBasiCb BOCKIIMKHYA OHa, ryCTO KpacHes.

— BenukonenHo! — ckazan Huk, OT KOTOPOro He yKpbiniacb ee peakums Ha CueHy BCTpeuu amepukaHua C utanbsHkon. OHM ycrnoBuUnmncb 0 MecTe U Bpe-
MeHU cBMAaHud, 1 HMk nocnelwuHo nonpotlarncs, onacasichk, kak 6el Menucca He nepegymana.

Mpoxoasa mmmo Biica, Hnk cmepumn ero JonrmMm u TsxkensiM B3rnsgom. MNonydeHHoe BnevaTneHne COOTBETCTBOBANO TOMY, YTO OH YMTan 06 9TOM CKOIb3-
KOM TuNe B KONOHKe crnneTeH. Tenepk, koraa Huk cam Havan obxaxuvBaTb Menuccy, OH HamepeBancs 3acTaBuTb ee 3abbiTb O cMa3nMBoM nosece. Buanmo,
Qic nouyBCcTBOBaN BpaxaebHOCTb, MCXOASLLYI0 OT KpacaBua B BOEHHOW hOpME, U HACTOPOXMIICA, XOTS 0ObIKHOBEHHO He obpallan BHUMaHWUS Ha OKpYXato-
LLMX €ro MY>XUYUH. DTOT BOHAWUH, KOTOPLIA AepXKancs ¢ Nog4YePKHYTOW HAAMEHHOCTbLIO, CBONCTBEHHOW apuUCToKpaTaM AHIuM, BHyLLan ObiBLUEMY rofnoapaHLy
13 TpyLLoO Jloc-AHaxeneca ocTpyt HEMPUSA3Hb.
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Mpowurpbilw B crieaytowem matye BepHyn Menunccy ¢ Hebec Ha 3emnio. Y cTynuB nobefly COOTEeYECTBEHHULIE, BXOASILLEN NMULLb B NEPBYIO COTHIO KBanudwu-
KaLMOHHOro Crnmcka, OHa elle pa3 MoHSANa, HaCckonbKo TPYAEH NyTb K ycrnexy B n3bpaHHoM et Buae cnopta. Ho caaBaTbea Menucca He cobupanack. K Tomy
Xe el obelana nomoyb Katn. Ha nepBbix nopax oHa nobavBanacbh 3TOM LLyNIon aMeprkaHkn C OCTPbIM SI3bIYKOM U pe3KoBaTbIMWM MaHepamu, HO MOCTENEH-
HO npoHuknack k Katn gosepuem, tem bonee 4to 3a Ton yxaxwusan [bxkek. Mpasga, ans Menuccel octaBanoch 3arafkom, kak 6paT Mor 3axoTeTb YNOXUTb B
nocTenb Takyl YPOOUHY.

KaTu Toxe ucnbiThiBana HacyeT CBOer nogoneyHon onpeaeneHHble COMHeHns. MNoHavany oHa nogospesana, YTo akkypaTHasa aHrnuM4aHka, ¢ ee npyeep-
XKEHHOCTBI K TEHHUCHbIM aTpubyTam 1 AeBMYbUM 3aJ0pPOM, MPOCTO XOTera MoKpacoBaThCs B fyyax crnaBbl CBOero bpaTta, He MMes nNpu 3TOM Kaknx-nnbo
Cepbe3HbIX HAMEPEHUI B OTHOLLEHUM CODCTBEHHON CMOPTUBHOM kapbepbl. OaHako Katu cormacunack TpeHupoBaTe Menuccy, ycrynue npockbe [Ixeka, B
koToporo Bnobunack kak kowka. OnpegeneHHylo porb B €e peLleHun cbirpana v TpaBma, NoMellaBLuasi el camolr y4acTBOBaTb B COPEBHOBaHUSIX. OgHako
nocreneHHo KaTu ctana noHUMaTh, YTO 3a NOAYEPKHYTO Bbi3biBAKOLWMM MNOBEAEHNEM MONOAON CMOPTCMEHKM CKPbIBAETCA CUMbHbLIN XapakTep M rOTOBHOCTb
BCepbe3 paboTaTb paau byayLimx ycnexos.

OcraTok Hegenu Menucca TpeHupoBanach ¢ Katn n [IxekoM. A Bce 910 Bpems OHa € HeTeprneHveM oxugarna npeacroswero cemaaHmsa ¢ Hukom, HasHa-
YEHHOro Ha cyb60Ty. U ckonbko Obl HM ybexaana oHa cebs, UTo 3TO rMyMo U HEPA3yMHO, OH HE BbIXOOMI Y HEE U3 ronoBbl. BO3MOXHO, MOTOMY, 4YTO eMy yxe
ObINo noj TpuaLaTh, a oHa BCTpeYvanach Nuilb ¢ MONoAbIMMY M0AbMU CBOEro BO3pacTa.

Menwncca nepemepuna n oTBeprna Bce BeLLM M3 cBoero rapaepoba, Ho, MPOCHYBLUMCL B CyDOOTY yTpOM, BCe elle He pelunna, YTo el HaaeTb Ha cBuaa-
Hue. [leHb BblAarncs noroxvm, CMHOMTUKM OBeLLanu COorHUE M xapy, NOSTOMY OHa OCTaHOBWIAa CBOW BbIOOP Ha NErkom KOPOTEHLKOM Nnatbe 6e3 pykaBoB K3
YepHOW NamKpbl.

B JloHooH oHa nprexana B Havyane o4MHHaAUaToro u He 6e3 BOMHEHMs cTana BbiMckuBaTb Huka B Tonne Ha neppoHe. HakoHel, ee B3rnag ynan Ha 3Ha-
KOMYI0 (oUrypy BbICOKOTO LUMPOKOMIEYEro MY>XUMHbI, U CEpPALE PadoCTHO eKHYNO: 3To OH! 3aropenblii U CTPOWHbIN, C KpacuBow Genokypoi weBenopon, Huk
yXe npobupancst K Hel HaBCcTpeuy.

— MNpuBeT! — c ynbIbkow ckasan oH. Cepble rnasa ero CBeTUNMUCh APYXECKUM TEMNMOM.

— lMpueeT! — cmyLweHHo oTBeTUNa Menwucca, owyLias nycToTy B X1BOTE.

— Tbl yyaecHo Bbirnsaaumwwb! Takoe BneyaTneHme, 4To Tbl nogpocnal — no6asun oH, WYTNNMBO HaXMyPUBLLUNCE.

— MNpocTo 9 Hapena Tydnu Ha BLICOKOM kabnyke! — paccmesnace Menucca v HENPUHYXXAEHHO BbITAHYNAa HAa 0603peHne ANUHHYKO CTPOMHYIO HOTY.

Y Huka nepexsatuno gbixanme. C Tpygom OTOpBaB B3rns4 OT ee HOrW, OH NPOMbIYan HeYTO HeBpasyMUTEerbHOE, NPOKALUMSANCA U CIIPOCUIT:

— Yem Tebe xoTenock Obl CEroaHs 3aHATLCA?

OH nogHan pyky, ocTaHaBnMBas Takcu.

— [axe He 3Hato, — 00OPOAYLLHO OTBETUIA OHA, — MPOCTO XOYETCH OTAOXHYThb. KaT MeHs coBepLUEHHO 3aroHsina Ha TpeHnpoBkax!

Paccyaus, 4To XeHLLMHbI Ntoboro Bo3pacTta 060XalT XxoaAnTb No MarasvHaM, Huk nonpocun Menuvccy nomoyb eMy BbibpaTb nogapku Ans [xeccuku u
ee Mnagwen cectpeHkn xkyneetrel. O6e OHM poannuce B 0AUH MECSL, U BCKOPE UM NPEACTOSAN0 OTMeYaTb 3TO COObITUE.

MporynsaBwmcb No KeHCUHITOH-Xan-CTpuT, OHU Kynunu 6uxytepnio anga nnemsaHHUY Huka, npurnaHyswytocs Menwncce, n nownu B KeHenHrtoH-MapaeHs,
OYeHb JOBOSbHbIE MOKYMNKamMun, NOrogon u Apyr Apyrom.

Menwncca paccnabunace 1 aaxe He obpaTtuna ocobor BHUMaHWs Ha TO, YTO Huk B3sin ee 3a pyKy, noka oHu rynanu no annee. OHa 6e33aboTHo GonTana
0 BCSKUX MYCTSKaX, paccesHHO OTBeYara Ha ero Bonpockl 0 Katn n ee nnaHax Ha Gyayuiee, HO 3aMeTHO OXMBWUNACh, KOraa pas3roBop 3aiuen o6 Yumonaow-
CKOM TYpHUpE, B KOTOPOM OHa cobupanachk BbICTynaTtb B nape ¢ [Pkekom B COCTSA3aHMSAX CMeLLaHHbIX nap. o Hero octaBanock BCEro ABe HeAENW.

— [xeccuka ycneBaeT He TONbKO TPEHMPOBATLCH, HO U Yy4MTbCA B Konneaxe. Tbl He XO4ellb nocnegosaTtb ee npumepy? — cnpocun Huk, BCNOMHUB, YTO
OaHven neiTancea ydoeamTtb 40Yb NOCTYNMUTL B YHMBEPCUTET, HO Ta npeanoyna yyebe kapbepy npodeccnoHanbHOM TEHHUCUCTKN.

— Hert, — otBeTUNa Menucca, He pa3gymbiBas. — M ecnu roBopuTb OTKPOBEHHO, [keccuka elle noxaneeT 06 aTom. Henb3sa yrHaTbes 3a AByMS 3anuamm!
OHa npoBanuTcsa Ha aK3aMeHax 1 Mnoxo BbICTYNUT Ha COPEBHOBAHMUSAX.

— JlornyHo, — cornacuncs ¢ Hel Huk. — A He nopa N1 Ham NepeKkycnTb?
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Y CTPOUBLUMCB 3a CTONIMKOM OTKPLITOro kadye, OHM 3akasanu HanuTku. Noka Huk o6 gymbiBan TocT, Menucca ykpaakon cHsna Tycpnu, nogymas npy 3TOM,
yTo KaTn HaBepHsika youna Okl ee, ecnu Bbl yBuAena Ha Hel Takyo 00yBb. [MoasepHu Menncca noabbkKy — U KOHEL, BCEM NiaHam Ha Gnvxaniumne mecaubi!

Huk nogHan 6okan, nogaHHbIN OULMAHTOM, U MPOHUKHOBEHHO Cka3ar:

— Nbem 3a TBoe npekpacHoe 6yaylee! N moe Toxe, MbiCneHHO Ao6aBun OH.

— Cnacubo, — ynbibHynace Menucca, nogHumas 6okan ¢ xonogHon Bogon. — A Kak HacyeT TBOMX NnaHoB? [Ikeccuka pacckasbliBana MHe, YTO Tbl COOM-
paeLbCca OCTaBUTb apMEWCKyo Cnyxby n3-3a cMepTu Ky3eHa. 3To BEpPHO?

— Oa, — nompayHen Huk, BCnomMHMB O Tparndeckon rmbenu Poypu aBa roga Tomy Hasad. — Mbl ¢ HAM BbIPOCNN B OOHOM TUXOM LLOTNAHACKOM CENEHUN B
ponuHe 'meHrappu. Poypu gomkeH Obin yHacnenoBaTb POAOBOM TUTYN U 3aMOK. [leTen y Hero He Obino, NO3TOMY Tenepb €AUHCTBEHHbBIM HACNeHUKOM Ha-
LUEro cTapuka — Tak Mbl Npo3Banu ero gena-6apoHeTa — ctan . EMy yxxe 3a BoceMbecsT, n s1 cumTtatro cebsi 0653aHHbIM NOObLITE PSAOM C HAM B €ro no-
cneaHwve roabl. 3To mon gonr!

— fAcHo, — B3goxHyna ¢ coxaneHmeM Menwucca. Eii Bce 6onblue n 6onblle HpaBuUca cUMNaTUYHbI gsgtowka [pkeccuku.

BHesanHo roe-To nobnm3ocTu pasgancs XeHCKUA Kpuk. Pesko obepHyBLUMCh, HUK yBuaen B ABaAuaTti warax oT UX CTOMMKa BOPULLKY, yberawoLlero c
XKEHCKOW CYyMOUYKON B pyKe.

CxBaTnB cBOOOAHbLIV CTYN, HYK LIBBIPHYN €ro NoA HOrv Mep3aBLy U, KOr4a ToT CMOTKHYICH, noabexarn v NoBKO BbIBEPHYI €My 3a CMWHY PYKY, BbIHYAUB
ynacTb Ha KoneHu 6onesbiM NpuemMom mkuy-mxutcy. OTobpas cyMKky y noxuTtutens, Huk otgan ee Brnagenuue — cuMnaTuyYHON GNOHAMHKE B KOPOTEHLKON
tobouke. Ta mHoroobeLlatoLle ynelbHynacek emy B OTBET, U Menucca Haxmypunach: et 3T0 COBCEM HE MOHPaBUMIOCh.

— MNo3soBuTe nonumuewckoro! — kpukHyn Huk. — MHe xoTenock 6bl oecTb 06ef, a He CTOPOXWTb 3TOr0 HeyAa4HuKa.

MonbexaBlume ouLnaHTbl BUEMUUCL B BOpa MEPTBOW XBaTKOW, 1 HUK BEpHYmCcs K CBOEMY CTOMNUKY, rae ero oxugana nobnegHeswas Menucca, nuib
Tenepb coobpasuBLLIas, YTO MPOU3OLLO.

— Bce B nopsake, goporas? — y4acTnmBO CNPOCKI OH.

— [a, — c pacTepsiHHOI ynblOKoW cka3zana oHa. — Kak bbICTpo Tbl OTpearnpoBarn, ogHako. JlInyHo s obmepna co ctpaxy. He 3Hato, 4To Obl 51 cgenana, ecnu
Obl Takoe CryyMnocb co MHow. — Menucca 3196ko noBena nnevyamu, HECMOTPSA Ha Xapy.

— Ecnun y Teb5 noTpebytoT AeHbrn, nydile otaan, — nocoseToBan Huk.

— A Tbl OBl OTAAN? — HEAOBEPUMBO B3rnsiHyna Ha Hero Menucca.

— HeT, noTtomy 4TO y MeHs BoMblUe LIaHCOB CNpaBMTLCS C Hanagawlmm, 4em y 1ebs, goporas. Ho noeepb, noa Aynom nNMCTorneTa s He OKaxy Conpo-
TMBNeHuns. 3abyay o ropgoctu u Bpydy 6aHauTy GymMakHMK — Tak crniokoriHee. Obuaa 3abyaeTcs, a paHa OT nynu ewle gonro 6yaet gaeath 0 cebe 3HaTh. Oga-
Hako Tebe MOXET rpo3uTb ONAaCHOCTbL MOXYXe, YeM orpabneHue, Menucca! NpecTynHKK, €Cnu HavyHeLb CONPOTMBAATLCS, MOXET 0003NUTLCS N COTBOPUTL C
TOGOM HEYTO noxneLye...

— WsHacunoBaTb, K npumepy, — TUXO ckasana Menucca.

— [a, Ho gaBan cMeHUM TeMmy, 9 He xoTen Tebs 3anyrnaTb! — ObICTPO Hallencsa Huk, 3ameTuB UCTYT B €€ rnasax.

— [oroBopunu1cb, — KMBHyIa OHa M TOTHYac Xe cnpocuna: — A Tbl Hay4MLLb MEHS MPUEMaM CaMOODOOPOHbI?

— C ypooBonbcTteMeM, — oTBeTUN HUk. — MoxxeM NpUCTYNnTb K 3aHATUSIM CErOAHSA XKe, eCNny Thbl COorflacHa 3aexaTb KO MHe Ha KBapTupy. A uBy Henoaane-
Ky oTctoga, B Yencu. Xoyelb kode?

— Cnacubo, HeT!

Hvk nogossan oduumaHTa 1 3aMeTus, NOKOCUMBLUUCL Ha Tydnn Menuccel, KoTopble OHa NOCMELLHO MbiTanack HageTb NoA CTOSIOM:

— Mexgy npounm, ocTpbiin kabnyk — oTnu4Hoe opyxwue! Ecnn kTo-To 06xBaTnT TEbA c3aau, ouapanan emy rofieHb U C CUITON CTYKHU no cTynHe. OH ToT-
yac e 1ebs otnyctut. U Torga 6ern 6e3 ornagku!

OHK cenu B Takcu, 1 OH NPOAOIIKUI CBOKO NEKUMIO:
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— Mo Bo3mMoOXHOCTM m3beran KOHPNUKTOB, Byab OCTOPOXHA, KOrAa naellb 0OHa BEYEpPOM MO ynuLe, He 3axX0aM Ha aBTOCTOSIHKU. Ha Bcsakun criyyan aep-
XM B Kynake CBsi3Ky Kntouein. B crniyyae HanageHusa ctapaincsa yroouTb MU B rria3 Xynurady. M Kpuum norpomye: wnaHa 3Toro He nwobuT... A 1ebsa He Hany-
ran, goporasa?

— HemHOXKO, HO MHE BCe 3TO XYTKO UHTepecHo! — npusHanace Menucca. — A cobuparocb MHOro NyTeLlecTBOBaTb, U MHE TBOW HAaCTaBIEHWUsI MOTyT Npu-
roamTbCs.

— PasymeeTcs, — kuBHyn Huk, ¢ TpyAoM NoaaBuB XenaHue NnpeasioxuTb e cebs B KauecTBe TeNOXpaHUTEns.

O6yuaTb Menuccy nckycctBy yckonb3aTb U3 06bATMIA Huky BblNO OOHOBPEMEHHO M MPUSATHO, U MyYUTENbHO TPYAHO. Xpynkas ¢ BUAy, OHa Oka3anacb
Kpenkon n cunbHon. Ha Bcakuni cnyydan ansa otpaboTtku yaapos Huk Beibpan nogyliky notonuwe. Korga e geno Aowno A0 yAapoB HOMOW, OH MOHSAT, YTO eMy
nopa noA nefsHomn AyLl: tobka y Hee Obina CIMLLKOM KOPOTKON, YTOObI OH MO COCPefOTOUUTLCS.

— Coenaem nepepbiB! — NPeanoXun OH 1 HanpPaBUICA B KyXHI0, YTOObI B3ATb cebs B pykn. — Y MeHs B ropre nepecoxo. Tebe NnpuHecTn Koka-Konbl Unm
anesibCMHOBOIO CoKa?

— Hanente mHe xonogHow BoAbl, — nonpocuna Menucca.

Korga Huk BepHyncsa B kKOMHaTy, OHa CMOTpena B OKHO, NMOBEPHYBLUNCb K HEMY cnnHOW. OH Tuxo nocTaBun 6okanbl Ha CTONMUK W, NOAKPABLUUCH K HEWN
c3aan, obxsaTun OOHON PYKOWM el ropno, oXxuaas, YTo OHa Kak MoCnyLlHas y4eHula OTBETUT Y4apOoM FIOKTS B CONTHEYHOE CMeTEHME UMW CTYKHET NATKON No
roneHn. Ho Ha ero 3axsaT OHa oTpearnpoBaria COBCEM He Tak, Kak OH CoBeTOoBarl.

— Menucca! — xpunno ckasan Huk. — Korga myxunHa ob6xBaTbiBaeT Tebsi c3aau, He CTOMT rmaanTb ero pyky. — M, noBepHyB ee k cebe nuuom, nouenosan
B ry6bl. OHa, 3aKvHYB ronoBsy, MOM4a npuxarnacb K HeMy BCEM TENOM U 3aKpbina rnasa.

OGH#B ogHOM pykoK ee Tanuio, HUK nornaaunn LWenkoBUCTbIE BOSOCHI U eLle CUMbHee BNUMcs B crnagkve, nogatnuebie rydsl. OHa obMskna, oLylias He-
OXuAaHHy crabocTb B KONeHsAX. HUKTO N3 ManbuuLLek, C KOTOPbIMY OHa LienoBanack, He AOCTaBMAN el Takoro ya0BOMNbCTBUS.

— Ha kpoeaTtu Ham OyneT ynobHee, — npowenTtan oH. Menuvcca kuBHyna B 3Hak cornacus. Korga Huk ynoxun ee Ha nokpbiBano, oHa nvilb CMOTpena Ha
Hero ¢ oXxvaaHneM 1 Mon4yana. — Ecnu Tel cama 3TOro He 3axouyelllb, HUYEro He Cy4uTCs, — 3aBepun oH. — A He caenato Tebe GonbHo.

— Hapgetocb, — npowenTtana Menucca.

— Tbl He BblLapanaewb MHe rnasa, Menucca?

— HeT! — Beceno ckasana oHa.

Huk HaknoHuncs, 4tobbl NoLenoBaTth ee, HO OHa onepeauna ero, obHAB 06enmn pykamy 3a Leto 1 NOTAHYB Ha cebsa. OH oLwyTun xenaHme HeMeaneHHO
oBrageTb elo, HO caepxancd. HexHo rnaas ee teno, HMk noyyBCTBOBar, Kak TBEPAET OT €ro MPUKOCHOBEHWS ee COCKMY, ydallaeTcs AblxaHue, a korga Koc-
Hyrcs A3bIKOM rpyau, AeBYLUKa 3acToHana oT yAOBONbCTBUA U B3APOrHyna.

— Ewe? — Tnxo cnpocun oH.

— [a! — BblgoxHyna oHa.

— Tebe GyaeT elle NnpusATHeE, eCnuy Thbl pa3geHeLbCsl, — OCTOPOXHO NMPEANOXNUI OH.

Menwncca cena Ha KpoBaTu 1 NO3BONMUNA eMy pa3feTb ee A0 6enbs — TOHKNX YePHbIX TPYCMKOB M KPOXOTHOrO BrocTranbTepa.

— Tl BOCXUTUTENBHA! — BOCKNUKHYN HUk, nobysce ee kpacMBon rpyablo, ANUMHHBIMU HOFaMu 1 BTAHYTBIM, Crierka nogparnBatoLLM XUBOTOM.

MocTaHbiBas oT bnaxeHcTBa, Menucca no3sonuna emy nackatb si3bIkOM €€ PO30Bble COCKU. HUK ner ¢ Hel psaoM M MPUHANCS NOKPbIBaTh NOLENYSIMM
ee ropsiyee Terno, nornaxusas 0apxaTUCTYIO KOXY, UCcreays nansuamMu Bce yrnyoneHus n narmbbl BENMKONENHOro Mofnoaoro Tena.

Huk novyscTBOBan, kKak Menucca Hanpsarnace U 3amepra, efBa OH NonbITancsa CTAHYTb C Hee TPYCUKN. HexXHO nornaguve ee no XMBOTY, OH PeLUunsT He TO-
ponMTBLCS 1M OCTaBMWIT PyKy Ha nobke. Kak OH 1 paccunTbiBan, oHa BCKOpe Hayana TepeTbCs O Hee, NoAaBLuMch Bnepen. Huk goxaancs, noka ee ABUXEHNUS
cTanu 6onee HacCTOMYMBBIMU, U 3anyCTUN NanbLbl MNO4 TOHKWN LWENK. Y HEro NnepexsaTuno AblXaHue OT OLLYLIEHUS HEXHOMO U BIAXHOro KOMoYKa, NynbCu-
pytoLLero noa ero cpegHum nanbuem. OgHUM gBMXEHMeM CTAHYB ¢ Menumccbl TPYCUKU, OH HbIPHYM NIULOM B €€ MPOMEXHOCTb, NMOKPbITYI0 HEXHbIMW BOMOCHU-
Kamu.
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Tuxo onkHyB, Menucca cogporHynacb OT HOBOro ANns Hee oLyLeHns. JpoxaluMmm pykaMu OHa ctana rnaguTb ero no cnvHe u nneyam, n Huk ¢ yaosne-
TBOpPEHMEM nogymarn, 4To Mep3kuii ANc He ycnen 4obpaTbCcsa 40 HEE CBOVMMU TPSI3HBIMU Nanamu.

OnbsHEeHHble nackamn, OHW He pacchbllwany, Kak XfonHyna BxogHasa Asepb. Ho korga xeHckui ronoc oknukHyn Huka no umern, Menucca c yxacom
0co3Hana, YTo y HeoXnaaHHON BU3NTEPLLN €CTb KIUUN OT ero KBapTupbl.

— Huk, Tbl poma?

LWenna, ¢ pasgpaxeHneM nogyman oH. Huk xopowlo oTHocuncst kK Baose Poypu, HO oHa oWMBOYHO NprvHUMana ero COYyBCTBME K HEW 3a NposiBrieHune
YyBCTB MHOro poda. [laBHO pelmB cTtaTb neam JIEHHOKC, OHa HaMmepeBanack OCYLLECTBUTbL CBOK MedTy ntobor ueHon. MNocne cmepTn Poypu Tonbko Huk,
CTaBLUMIA HACNeaHMKOM POJOBOro MMEHMS 1 TUTyrna 6apoHeTa, MOr MOMOYb € B 3TOM.

Huk co ctpaxom B3rnsHyn Ha Menuccy. OHa oTwaTHynachk 1 3abunacb B yron KpoBaTu, NPUKPbLIBLUMCH NOKPLIBANOM.

— £ no3BoHWNa Tebe B rapHN30H, M MHE ckasanu, Y4To Tbl yexan B ropo Ha BbIxoaHble... Huk?

Coo6pasunB HakoHel, yTo Llerna BOT-BOT BOMAET B CMAnbHIO, OH BCKOYMM U, OOMOTaBLUMCL NONOTEHLEM, ObICTPO BbILLEN B KOPUAOP, 3HAKOM MOKa3aB
Menucce cuaeTb TUXO.

— AX, Tak BOT Thl rae! — yaoBneTBOpPeHHO BocknunkHyna LWenna. — Tel pag MeHs BugeTb?

OHa ynbIbHyNnach, OKMHYB B3rnsgoM ero OOHaXKeHHY urypy.

— HeT, abcontoTHO He paz! Kakoro yepTa Thbl 34ecb Aenaelb? — psaBkHyn Huk.

— 4 nmeto Takoe xe nNpaBo ObiBaTb 34eCh, KaK U Thbl, HE 3abbiBaii! — ¢ Bbi3oBOM nporosopwuna Llenna.

— PasymeeTtcs, — Huk 3anyctun naTepHIO B BONOChI, HE 3Had, YTO eMy AenaTb ganblue. — A Tbl HE XOYellb CXOANTb B MarasuH? — ¢ Hagexaon Cnpocun
OH.

— W He nogymato! — Beinanuna oHa, NOKpacHeB OT 3nocTu. — A ycrana ¢ goporu. MNyTb 6bin He 6nm3kum! JInGo BeINPOBaXKMBAN BOH MOYarkKy, YTo NpayeT-
€A B cnanbHe, Nnbo oTNpaBnsincs BMECTE C HEN B rOCTUHULY.

— He cmelr ee ockopbnate! — 3awmnen Huk, HanpaBnsscb B roCTUHY0. — BO3MOXHO, OHa BCKOPE CTaHET YNIEHOM Hallen cemMbu! Tak YTo COBETYHO ObITb C
Hel nosexnueee!

— B camom pnene? — npuwypunacs LWenna. — Tel cobpancs XeHUTbCS Ha 3TOW AeBKe?

— Cnepgu 3a ceoum s3bikoMm, Lenna! A o6yunn ee npmemam camooBOpOHBI, Tak YTO HE YAMBSAINCS, €Crv OHa 0TObbeT Tebe noukw!

— [a, oyapoBaTenbHas HeBecTa! — dbipkHyna Lewna.

Huvk HemHoro ycnokouncs n nowen yrosapmsaTe Menuccy BelnT U3 cnanbHU. Ho ee He okasanacb HU TaM, HY B BaHHOW.

— MpoknaTtee! — Bckpmyan Huk. — OHa ywna! NMocMoTpy B OKHO, OHa B YepHOM nnaTtbe! — KpukHyn oH Lllenne, nuxopago4Ho ogeBasich. — A nonpobyto
[OrHaTb ee N BepHyThb!

— OTtcioga MHe ee He BUAHO, — oTo3Banach Lllenna, gaxe He B3rnsgHYB B OKHO. JTOro en Tonbko He xBaTtano! — Huk! OHa octaBuna Tydnu, 3Ha4uT, Bep-
HeTcs 3a HUMKU. U cymky Toxe. JTtoBonbITHO, YTO OHA B HEW XPaHUT?

Huk BbiaepHyn cymky Menucebl y Hee 13 pyk, cxBaTun Tycbnum 1 Tonbko Tenepb coobpasun, 4to 6eaHsbkka ybexxana He Tonbko 6ocas, Ho 1 6e3 rpowwa B
kapmaHe. Tenepb OHa NO3BOHMWT OTLY, 3a cHeT aboHeHTa, ... Huka 6pocuno B XonoaHbIv NoT.

— A nonay ee nckaTb, — TUXO CKasan OH.

— Bot yx oHa obpagyeTcs, korga yBMAMT, Kak Tbl BbICKOUMLLL OTCHOAA CrieoM 3a Hel, CMOBHO OLUNapeHHbIn, — cbA3Buna Wenna. — Hukyna oHa 6e3 ge-
Her He aeHeTcs!

— HeT, g nomxeH ee pasbickatb, — ynpsamo nostopun Huk. — N Byap ¢ Heli nobesHa, ecnv oHa BEPHETCS B MOE OTCYyTCTBUE.

— Y70 elle npukaxellb MHe caenaTb? — orpbi3Hynace LLenna, Ho Huka yxe v cnea npocTbin.
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BoeibexaB Ha ynuuy, oH nobexxan B cTopoHy KuHra-poya n Bckope yBugen Menuccy — oHa cugerna Ha CTyneHsax goma. Bug y 6ernsHkm 6bin xankui u He-
CYaCTHbIN.

— Mouemy Tbl ybexana? — CTPOro cnpocun oH, NpubnunsmMelLKCL K Hel. — OTo LLlenna, BagoBa mMoero NokonHoro kyseHa! Yto 3a getckme Bbixoaku, Menuc-
ca? A He oxugan oT Tebs HMYero nogo6Horo!

OH ymonyan o Tom, 4To ee 6ercTBo eiBa He KOHYMIOCh ANsi HEro MHAAPKTOM.

— Pa3Be He Tbl cerogHs yunn meHs yberaTb OT HEMPUATHOCTEN? — BCnbixHyna Menucca. 3ty Lenny oHa yxe Buaena ogHaxael Ha hoTorpacum B ce-
MenHoM anbbome, KOTopbIM XBacTanach [hkeccuka. YouTas ropem BooBa — U3sLLHAA U MUINOBUAHAA MornoAasi AaMa C MblWHOW YEpPHOW LLEeBENOPON U Or-
POMHBLIMW KapvMMK rnasamu — BbIrnsgena 3a Hel coBeplueHHo BecnomollHon. MomMHuTes, [xeccrka Torga ckasana, Yto cembs neneeT Hagexay, yuto Lerina
1 Huk korga-Hubyab NoxeHATCs.

— Y6eratb OT ONAacHOCTH, HO HE OT NNYHbIX NPo6nem! — paBKHYN HWK, BbIBEAEHHbIV U3 cebsi ee HEYMOTUMOW NOTUKOW.

— Otgan MHe, noxanyncra, cymky u Tydnul — cnokonHo nonpocuna Menucca.

— CnepBa HaM Hy>XHO MOroBOpPUTb, — OTBETUMN HMK, NpucaxmnBasch Ha CTYNEHbKY pAAoM C HEn.

— He cenyac! No3Bonb MHe ynTtu! — xanobHbIM ronockoM npousHecna Menucca, rotoBasi paspblaaTbhCsi.

Huky cTano CTbi4HO, YTO OH MbiTancs cobnasHUTb 3Ty BOCEMHaALATUMETHIO AEBYOHKY, KOTOpas cendac Obina noxoxa Ha obuKeHHOro pebeHka.

— MNpocTtu MeHs, goporasi, — TMXO NPOroBOPUIT OH. — A He A0MKeH ObiN AaBaTb BOMO YyBCTBAM.

— Mo-moemy, nssuHATbCS Tebe crneayeT nepep Lerinoi, a He nepedo MHOM, — XONoAHO 3ameTuna Menucca. — Y Hee Kitoum OT TBOEW KBapTUpbl, U3 Yero
crneayerT, YTo Bbl C HEW B JOBOMNBHO ONN3KNX OTHOLUEHUSIX. JTIOTMYHO?

— Menucca, a Tebs ymonsto! — Huk yneiGHyncs u ¢ obneryeHnemM B3goxHyn. Heyxenn oHa peBHyeT ero k Lenne? Yto oHa BoobGpasuna? — 3ta kBapTu-
pa nNpuvHaanexuT ctapomy 6apoHeTy, HO €l Nonb3yeTcsi BCS CEMbS, — TEpPNenMBo o6bAcHMN Huk. — Ecnn He BepuLlb, cnpocu y [)KeCCuku, y Hee TOXe eCcTb
KInoYuM OT 3TOW KBaApTUPLI, Kak 1y ee MaTepu. Tak 4To BCTaBaw 1 NOLUNN C Hel 3HakoMUTbCA! Tbl AOMKHA UCMPaBUTL CBOKO OLLMOKY W...

— HeTt! — nepebuna ero Menucca, ynpsimo rnsas cebe noa Horu. Eii 6bino o4eHb CkBEPHO — 0OMAHO M CThIAHO. — A xo4dy gomow! Ham He HyxHO Obino
BCTpeyvaTbes. A nobnto Jrica!l — Beinanuna BAPYr oHa.

— Ecnu Tbl ewe He nsbaBmnnacb 0T CBOMX AETCKMX (paHTa3ni B OTHOLUEHUM 3TOr0 HAYTOXECTBA, Toraa tebe AeiCcTBUTENbHO He CriefoBarno BCTpeYvaThbes
CO MHOW! — 6e3XanocTHO BbIKPUKHYM HuK, 3aeThii 3a xuBoe. — [pMHOLLY CBOU U3BMHEHMS 3a TO, YTO 51 OLUMOOYHO NpuHAN TebS 3a B3POCMYH0 AEBYLLKY.

Menwucca 3akycuna ryby, BeIxBaTUna y Hero u3 pyk Cymky 1 Tycnu n nobexana npoys. HMK He OBMHYNCA C MecTa. YBUAEB, YTO OHa cena B Takcu, OH Mo-
6pen gomoi. MNMocne Takoro HaNyTCTBUSA OHa MPSMUKOM YroAWUT B OO BATMSA 3TOrO CnusHska Anca fenaHu, ¢ ropedsto nogyman oH. ObuaHo, pasymeeTcs, HO
eI, Noxoxe, Ha cOOCTBEHHOM FOPLKOM OMbITE AOBEAETCH Y3HATh TO, YTO yXKe 3HaEeT KaXabln: OVc pa3obbeT el cepaue U NOTOM faxe He MOCMOTPUT B ee
CTOPOHY.

Menwucca 6peguna YumGnaoHCKuM TYpHUPOM ¢ paHHero geTctBa. OHa Bceraa yroBapusarna poautenein oteestu ee Tyaa, a eCnu en He yaaBanoch no-
CMOTPETb COPEBHOBAHMSA C TPUOYHbI, TO ABE HEOENU HE OTXOAMMNa OT TeNeBu3opa, Korga TPaHCNMpPOBanMcb TEHHUCHbIE MaTyn. OT NepBOro BbICTYMNEHNS
[xeka B cOCTA3aHUsSIX OHMOPOB Menwncca npuLuna B NOMHbINA BOCTOPr M HE NpOoMyckana HYU O4HOro MaTya C ero yyacTneM. Y Hee MosiBUnunch 1 gpyrue niobu-
Mbl€ TEHHUCUCTBI, KaK MYXXUYMHbI, TaK M XeHLWuMHbl. OHa cTana cobupaTb nx aBTorpadbl. B TOT AeHb, koraa ctapwmii 6pat cran npodeccmoHanbHbIM CnopT-
CMEHOM U NpUHEC e BNOKHOT, 3anoNHeHHbIN aBTorpadamm BCeX UTPOKOB, C KOTOPbLIMM BCTpeYarcs B pa3geBarke, oHa Obina Ha ceabMOM Hebe OT cyacTbS.

B aTom rogy xek ¢ Sncom cHANM JOM Henozaneky oT BceaHrnuinckoro TEHHUCHOTO 1 KpokeTHoro knyba. MNocne TypHupa B UcTBypHE K HUM npucoeau-
Hunuck Katn u Menuncca, a Posa B3sna Ha cebs porb JOMOX035MKM 1 BniOCTUTENBHULbI AEBCTBEHHOCTN Menuccehl, yrpo3dy KOTOPOWM CO CTOPOHbI Jica y4ysin
OaHunen. MNosiBneHne Po3bl He BbidBano ocobor pagoctn y Katn. OHa cepAuem 4yBCTBOBana, Yto MaTb He ogobpsieT Boibop cbiHa. B aToM oHa 6bina npasa,
HO nuwb otyactn. OTHoweHus [xeka ¢ Katu B6ecnokonnu Po3y ropa3go MeHblue, YeM MOCTOsIHHbIE Hanafkn amepukaHki Ha Menuccy, ¢ KoTopol Ta 0co-
OGeHHO He LepeMoHMnachb Ha TpeHupoBkax. Ho korga Posa 3akpbina rnasa Ha To, 4to [kek u KaTu uMBYyT B OAHOW KOMHaTe, B AOME BoLapunacb BMosHe
OPYXeCTBEHHAs 1 CroKoHas 06CTaHoBKa.
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Menwncca He nokvaana knyb ¢ yTpa 0o NO34Hero Beyepa, B OykBanbHOM CMbICIE XMBSA U Abllla O4HUM TeHHUCOM. BmecTte ¢ KaTtu oHn Habnioganu 3a Oy-
AyLwmmMmu conepHuuamu Menuccebl, noaMeyasi Ux CurbHble U cnabble CTOPOHbI, MaHEpPY Urpbl, 1 Aenany COOTBETCTBYIOLUME BbIBOAbI.

MaTy B COpeBHOBaHUSAX CMeLLaHHbIX nap, B koTopom Menucca u [xek urpanu npotus Xana u Jlanssl PeHyuk — 6pata u cectpbl 13 KanudopHuu, — 6bin
HasHayeH Ha cpegy. lNocne yTpeHHen TpeHupoBku Menucca cugena B pasgeBarnke U xgana, korga ocsoboamTcs YeTbipHaguaThil KOPT, HA2 KOTOPOM MM
NpeacTosAno BbICTyNaThb.

OHa ocobeHHO He BOMHOBanach, HO ollyliana onpeaeneHHoe Bo3byxaeHne oT Toro, 4YTo 6yaeT urpaTb B nape ¢ [)xekoM, NoaBOAMTL KOTOPOro e He
xoTenock. CornacuBLLXCE HA MAPTHEPCTBO C HEW, a He C Bonee CUMbHON TEHHUCUCTKOW, BpaT moLwien Ha onpeaerneHHYI0 XepTBY, PUCKYS O4YTUTLCA B alb-
HelLeM B HEBbIFOOHOM MOMNOXEHUM NpU XepebbeBke.

— Menuccal! — oknukHyna ee Katu, BGexaBlasa B pa3gesanky. — He paccwxkuBarica! Cendac Bawa urpal “OAuHOYHMKA” 3aKOHUMIU COPEBHOBAHUSA Ha
LeHTparnbHOM KOpTe paHblle, YeM npeanonaranoch, U Ball MaTy NepeHeceH Tyaa.

— Ha ueHTpanbHbIi KOPT? — TyMNo ycTaBunacbk Ha Hee Menucca. OHa He oxungana, 4YTo el npuaeTca urpaTb nepen Tbicsdamu 6oMenbLINKOB U TENEBU3N-
OHHbIMW KamMepamn. — HeT, 3TO HEBO3MOXHO! — OCEBLUMM rOyIOCOM CKasarna OHa.

— He tpyco! Oxek Tebsa nogoepxut! — o6ogpuna ee Katu. — [la gpyrne y4aCTHUKU NPOCTO CAOXHYT OT 3aBmcTu! He kaxxgomy Bbinagaet Takas yaadal

— A noHumatro, — B3goxHyna Menucca. B3siB ce6s B pyku, OHa noaxsaTuna CBOM pakeTku 1 criefom 3a Katu Bbiwna u3 pasgesanku. Cepgue belieHo ko-
NoTWUNOChb, HO OHa cymena ynbioHynack [xeky. Horu ctanu kak BaTHble, 1 Menucca gaxe CnoTkHynach.

— KaxeTcs, 4 Hagena He Ty napy Tanouyek, — npobopmoTana oHa.

— Her, 0byBb Ha Tebe HopmarnbHas, — CMOKOWHO cka3an [kek.

— MHe HyxHo B TyaneT!

— Tbl TONBKO YTO OTTYAA.

— # He ymeto genaTtb peBepaHc...

— A 1ebe u He npupgeTcs ero genaTe! YneHbl KOPONEBCKOW CEMbBM YXKE MOKMHYMM TPMOYHY, Kak, BNpOYeM, U BONbLUMHCTBO 3puTenen. A TeneBU3NOHLLNKU
3aHATHI TPAHCMALMEN MaT4a Ha NEPBOM KOpPTE, — COBpar OH. — A BOT 1 HaLUM CONepHUKM. Bo3bmu cebs B pyku!

Menucca yxe Buaena Xana u J1ansy. PepkeBonochIl oHOLWa ¢ o6pbIMM KapyMMKM rfasaMuy U ero cectpa, Bbicokas 6NoHAMHKa, He NepBbIi rog BXoAunu B
4YMCro NpoeccnoHanbHbIX TEHHUCUCTOB. ANNOOUCMEHTbI, KOTOPbIMU 3pUTENN BCTPETUIM UIPOKOB, BbILLEALWNX Ha KOpT, easa He ornywunu Menuccy. OHa B
yXace ornsHynacb Ha TPUOYHbI: BCE OHW OKa3anucCb 3anorfiHEHHbIMM BonenbLIMKaMu, a cam KOPT Nnokasarncs ew 3HauuTenbHo 6onblue 06bIKHOBEHHOrO. Ha
Tabno kpynHoiMn OykBamm BbicBeTUNOCH 00baBneHue: “IXK. . PAPPENIT 1 M.P. ®APPENI MPOTUB X.3. PEHYUK U 1.3. PEHYWK”. Beiurpas xxepebbeB-
Ky, Ibxek BbiOpan npaBo npvemMa nojayu, ¢ TeM YToObl AaTb BO3MOXHOCTbL Menucce ycnokontbCsl nepes ee nofgaden B YHeTBEPTOM renme. MNarmMmmHyTHas
pasMuHKa BEpHyna el YyBepeHHOCTb, U [xek ogobpntenbHO ynbiGHYNCA cecTpe, Koraa cyAbs Ha Bbillke 0OBbSBWN Hayano urpbl. TakTMKy MaTya OHW B AeTa-
nax obcyannm paHbLue, Ho [kek cHoBa HanoMHun Menmcce yCnoBHbIE XECTbl U 3HaKW, KOTOPbIMU OOLIMHO OHU OOMEHMBaNNChL C UCOM.

— £ BCe NOMHI0, — KMBHYNa Menuncca n 3aHsana nosvumio y CeTku.

MepByto nogavy Xana npuHuman [xek n He cymen otouTe Msa4. Ho Menuccy 370 HU4yTb HE CMYTUIO, OHA HEBO3MYTUMO BCTara Ha 3agHewn NUHUK, ro-
TOBSICb K MpMeMy BTOpoW nogaun. JTagoHu y Hee yxxe BCnoTenu.

MoLLHbIV yaap nocnegoBan paHblle, Yem OHa oxugana, Ho Menvcca MHCTUHKTMBHO METHYMach B HYXXKHOM HampaBneHuu 1 noactaBuna pakeTky. Jlansa
SIBHO He oOXwuaana OT Hee 3TOro U € gocagbl yroguna msyom B ceTky. CueT cpasHanca. OgHako Xan Bce paBHO Bbiurpan atoT renm. MNotom [Ixek cymen
cpaBHATbL cyeT. C Gonbwnm Tpygom Jasa ymyapunace obutbes B TpeTbeM reriMe nepeseca, cdet ctan 2:1. lNMogava nepewna k Menucce.

— MNocTapaliica nogaTe Kak MOXHO cunbHee! — npowentan en [hxek. — A 9 nogpexy oToUTbIA MaY, YTOObI BEINT MOTOM K CETKe.

Menwucca kMBHyna, caenana HeCckornbKo rnybokux BOOXOB U NpUroToBunach noaasaTh. [1epBbIi MAY, NOCNAaHHLIVA eto, yneTern B ayT, BTOPOW BbILLEN Ye-
pecyyp cnabbiM, HO nonan B “kBagpat”. Xan oTBETUI CUIMbHbLIM KPYYEHbIM YAapoM, HO [Dxek Obin roTOB K HEMY 1 NMOBKO 00Ben Jlai3y, MpUHSB MAY C neTa.

Y Menuccbl BeipBancs B3fox obneryeHus: oHa Beirpana aToT revM. BeTpeya npogomnkanack, n HakoHew, cyeT ctan 6:6 — cetbon! Pewanack cyabba
nepsoro ceta. LUym Ha TpubyHax ycununcs. BoT Xan Hayan HoBbIM Kpyr nogad, [hkek npuHsan may u nocnan ero lanse, Ta — Menncce. OTBeTHbIV yaap y Hee
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MOMNYYMIICA TaKUM CUINbHBIM, YTO MSY yrogun Xany B NpuunHHoe MecTo. beaHsara 3aBonun, COrHyBLUMCH B TpW norvbenu, n 3aBepTencs onow no kopty. Tpu-
OyHbI B30pBanucb OrnyLUNTENbHbBIM XOXOTOM.

— WN3BuHK, pagu bora! — kpukHyna Menucca, ¢ TpyaoM caepxumBas CMeX.

— Tbl XO4ellb NMWINTbL MEHS PASOCTEN NepBOn BpayvHOM HOUN? — NPOCTOHaN B OTBET Xan. Menucca npukpbina poT NagoLLKon.

OTOT ann3oAa He TOMNbKO NOMOT el paccnabutbCs, HO U cTan nepenoMHbIM MOMEHTOM Bcero Matya. lobeaus B nepBoM ceTe, OHU ¢ [HKeKOM BbiMrpanu u
BO BTOpPOM co cyeToMm 6:3. Urpa 3aBepLumnach nx ydbeamtensHon nobeaon.

— M3BuHU elwe pa3 3a cny4dmBLleecs, — ckazana Menucca, noxumas pyky Xany. — Ho Beab Tbl He XOTen 3aBOoAUTb AeTen? — B LUYTKY Cpocuna oHa.

— Jlnwb oo BcTpeun ¢ Tobow, — cepbe3HOo 0TBETMI X3,

Menwncca cMyLleHHO ynbiGHynack B OTBET M 00epHynach K [Ixeky.

— Kak 300poBo nrpaTb Ha LEHTPanbHOM KOpTe! — BOCTOPXKEHHO BOCKMMKHYNa OHa. — BoT Obl nonacTk clofa xe B 0QUHOYHOM TypHUpeE!

[Xek OT U3yMneHns packpbin poT U e[iBa He BbIPOHWUI PakeTKy: COBCEM HeAaBHO OHa CO CTpaxy He Morna u wary caenatbl

[Be Hegenu TypHupa nponeTteny He3ameTHO. [locTeneHHO onycTenu pa3fgeBarky, BbIObIBLUME UFPOKM pasbexanucb no gomam. Menucca v [xek Bbivr-
panu BTOpY BCTpeYy, 04HaKo npourpany MaTd ¢ onblTHbIMKU nNpodeccmoHanamu B TpeTbel. [xek noTepnen nopaxeHve B TpeTbeM Type B OONHOYHOM pas-
ps4e, HO He Tepsn HagexXabl oaepxaTtb nobeny B mHane napHbIX My>XCKMX COPEBHOBAHWI, BbICTyMNasi BMECTE C D/COM.

Ha ueHTpansHOM kopTe Menucce yaanocb CHOBa NobbiBaTh NULLb B KAYECTBE 3pUTENS B NOXE AN1A YY4AaCTHUKOB TYpHUpA, HA MaTtye C ydactuem Jica.
OH BbICTyNan 6recTsule 1 BbilWen B OAMHOYHbIX Urpax B 4YeTBEPTb(UHAM, HO MOTOM Npourpan BCTpeyy U3 NATU ceToB. Ero AnNuHHbIE YepHbIe BOMOCHI, 3a4e-
CaHHble Ha3ag, Obinv nepexeayeHbl Ha Nby NeHTon. B coveTaHun ¢ XULHbLIM Npodunem oHa npuaasana 3ucy elle 6onbluee CXOACTBO C €ro UHAENCKUMU
npegkamu.

— CTpaHHO, 4YTO OH He yKpaluaeT rosioBy NepbsiMu U He paspucoBbiBaeT NMLO, — eAKO ycMexHynacb KaTu.

— MNo-moemy, Tbl ero HegonNONMBaELLb.

— [a s ero TepneTtb He mory! Hukako OH He MOTOMOK anayen, Bce 3TO TOMbKO MycTon Tpen Ans ny6nukn. OH NpocTo BbIXoAeL, N3 HU30B obLiecTBa. Kak
n s, Bnpovem! Hagetoch, Tl 60MblUe He NUTaellb Ha ero cyeT unn3nin? — OHa nokocunacb Ha Menuccy. — MNMopa 06pasymunTbes, Munoykal

Menwncca yneibHynack 1 noxana nnevamu. 3NC Bce elle Obin cumnatuyeH e, xota Huk Toxe He Bbixoaun u3 ronosbl. OHa aaxe no3soHuna [xeccuke
N y3Hana ero agpec n Homep TenedoHa. OgHako BOCMONb30BaTLCA MHAOPMaLMEN Tak U He ocMenunack. Ho ¢ npubnmxeHnem gHa oTbesaa u3 YumongoHa
OHa BCe curbHee ollyulana noTpebHoCcTb yBnaeTbcsa ¢ HUM. B cy66oTy Beuepom Menucca He Bbiaepxana, TWaTenbHO ofenach, caenana Maknsbk U notu-
XOHbKY BbICKONb3HYMa 13 goma.

Mocne TpyaHom Hepenu yyeHnn Huk cugen B KOMHaTe oTAbixa Ans oduuepoB. OH CMOTPeEN TENEBU3UOHHYIKO NPOrpamMmy HOBOCTEMN, KOTrAa OeXYpPHbI
coobLLM, YTO Y FMaBHOW MPOXOAHON ero oxugaet nama. Buavta Menuccel B rapHU3oH HUK COBEpPLUEHHO He oXuAar, No3TOMY BbILLEN K MMaBHbIM BOpOTaM
crerka B3BUHYEHHbIM. YBUAEB €€ LWnKapHbii BMB ¢ 0TKpbITEIM BEPXOM 1 Hapsig, B KOTOPOM OHa MoXanosarna B BOEHHbIN ropoaok, Huk octonbeHen. Y Hero
BO3HUKIIO XEraHne XOPOLLEHbLKO BCTPSAXHYTh 3TY HAMOMAaXXEHHYHO KyKIy B KOPOTKOM PO30BOM nnaTbe 6e3 pykaBOB, M3NULLHE OTKPOBEHHO OOHaXaloLeM Co-
6nasHuTenbHble 3aropensle popmbl U ANMHHBIE HOMM. Menuvcca monya BCTPSAXHYNa YepHOW OnecTsllen LIeBentopon, 3axnonana HavBHbIMA OrPOMHbIMM
rnasamu u ynoibHynacb BO BECb pOT.

— Tbl coBceM cnATuna? — xmypo cnpocun Huk. — Kto Tebs Hagoymnn npuexaTb B ka3apMy B BeYepHeM nnaTtbe? HemeaneHHo onyct Bepx aBTomooumns!
CwmoTpH, CKOMbKO 3eBak Tbl cobpanal

Y nbibka ncyeana c nuua Menuccbl, 030pHbIE UCKOPKM B €€ CMHUX rMasax noracnu. Huk Tot4ac ke NOoHSAM, YTO NOropsynmcs.

— Ho meHs Beab ctoga nponycTunum, — Bo3pasura oHa, yMOnyaB O MbsSHOM congaTe, NbiTaBlleMcs 3abpaTbCa B MalUMHY, KOr4a oHa OCTaHOBMMAacCh, YTO-
Obl CNPOCUTbL Y HEro JOPOryY K rmaBHbIM BopoTaM. Menucce npuvwnock pe3ko nofdaTth Ha3af, YTobbl 0TBA3ATLCH OT Hero. [Npu 3ToM oHa pa3buna o Aepeso
CTEKINO CTon-curHana.

— 3aBTpa A ye3xato, BOT M pelumna nonpowaTtbes, — npogomkana Menucca. — Mpoctu... A Torga ydexana us kBapTvpbl, HO, ecnu 6b1 He LLelna, H1Yero
TaKOro 1 He CNy4unocs Obl.
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Huk ynbiGHyncs, 3aMeTuB, YTO LLEKN OEBYLLIKM CTanu po3oBee Nnatbsi, U OOHAN ee, C HacnaxaeHueM BObIXasi 3anax POCKOLUHbIX Bonoc. Mpoxoamslumi
MUMO congaT rPOMKO CBUCTHYI, HO TOTYaC Xe UCNyraHHoO 3BMHUICS, y3HaB Huka, 1 nocnewmn npoyb.

— 34ecb HaMm He JaayT NoroBOPUTbL CMOKOMHO, — NpoBopYan Huk. — MNoexanu B oTens!

OH ycencsa pagom ¢ Menuccor n, 06bACHUB el JOpOory, cTan C BOCXULLEHMEM HabnoaaTe, Kak oHa ynpaBnseT aBTomobunem. Ho B3rnsa Huka HeBOMnbHO
cockarnb3blBan ¢ pyns Ha ee obHaxeHHble 6eapa n koneHu. Huk noriMan cebsi Ha MbICNK, YTO CO3EPLI@HNE XEHLUMHbBI, NepekKnoYatoLLen pbiyar Kopobku ne-
pefay, OYeHb 3POTUYHOE 3aHATHE.

— BoT uepTOBLYMHA! — BHE3ANHO BOCKIMKHYI OH, BCMOMHWB, YTO Y HEro C CODOM HET Npe3epBaTUBOB. — HyXKHO NO 0pOre 3acko4nTb B AEXYPHYIO0 anTeky!

— 3auem? — yauBneHHo BckmHyna 6posu Menwucca. — A npuHumato TabneTku... Tak nocoBetoBana MHe Katu. Linkn HyxHO perynvpoBaTb BO U3bexaHune
HeoXunaaHHocTeln. Begb 1n3-3a aToro A 1 npourpana B bekHeme oTBETCTBEHHYIO BCTpeuy!

— #AcHo, — kmBHYN Huk. — Ho B noHATME 6e30nacHOro cekca BXOAMUT HE TOMbKO NpeaoTBpalleHne 6epemMeHHOCTU.

OH Bcerga nomnb3oBarncsi npes3epeaTuBamMm 1 He JOBEPSN KNATBaAM AEBUL, O TOM, YTO OHU “4ncTble”. Myapbivi cTapbin 6apoHeT Boonbun um ¢ Poypu aTy
3anoBedb, koraa oHu 6binu ewe nogpoctkamu. OH, €CTECTBEHHO, Oonacancs LaHTaxa CO CTOPOHbI KakOW-HUOYAb KOHOW aBaHTIOPUCTKM. Ho celvyac Mbicrnb
Jaxe 0 caMOM TOHYaWLleM n3aenuu u3 pesuHel npetuna Huky. Mexay HuM 1 Menuccow He JOMKHO ObITb HUKaKNX BapbepoB.

— Tl cnuwKOM JOBEPYMNBA, — BCE XKe ckasan OH.

— MpocTo s Tebe Bepto, — yrbiGHyNack OHa B OTBET.

Huvk nornagumn ee no Leke, HO TOTYaC Xe OTAEPHYN pPyKy, 6OSCL, YTO HE JOTEPNUT A0 rOCTUHULBI 1 OBMAZEeT €10 NpsiMo B MaluvHe. boxe, caenan Tak,
4yTO6bI B “KpacHom nbee” Obin cBOGOAHBIN HOMEP!

Ero monbba 6bina ycnbilwaHa — HoOMep Ang HUX Hawerncs. Huk nosecun Ha pyyky Asepu Tabnmuky “He 6ecnokouTs!”, 3anepcs U3HYTPU U BbIAEPHYN K3
po3eTkM TenedoHHbIN WHYpP. OHM ¢ Menunccon B3rnaHyNu opyr Ha Apyra U Kpenko oBHANNCH.

Ero crpacte MrHOBEHHO NMepeanach e, OHWM CNOBHO Obl BHOBb OYYTUMNMCh B NMOHOOHCKOW KBapTMpe. Ogexaa ToTyac okasanacb Ha rnosy, OHU ynanu Ha
KpoBaTb, 1 HMK Hayan nbinko UuenoBaTk €e, Nnackas nanbLamu 3aropernyto KoXy 1 noabupasce Bce 6nvke n 6nmxke K BNaxXHOMY U ropsyeMy noHy. Hawynas
€ro, OH He cTan TOPONUTb ECTECTBEHHbIN X0 COObITUA, MOMHSA O TOM, YTO MMEET AEeNo C AeBCTBEHHMLEN. HMK HEXHO 1 OCTOpOXHO AoBoaun Menwucey o ro-
TOBHOCTU MPUHATL €ro, NPUCNYLLNBAsACH K ee B3J40XaM 1 CTOHaM.

— Paccnabbces, munas, — ckazan OH, MOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK Hanmpsrnack OHa B peLlalLinii MOMEHT, BUAMMO BCMOMHMB pacckasbl noapyr o 60nu, obbl4HO
CONYTCTBYIOLLEN NEPBOMY MOSIOBOMY aKTy.

MeaneHHO 1 akKypaTHO BOLLEN OH B XapKoe M TecHoe yrnybrneHue n efBa yaepXarncs oT pe3koro NnpoAosmKeHnst BonwebHoro nytelwecrsus. Hapywmtb
npenecTb 3TOro MrHOBeHUs 6bino G6bl NpecTynneHnem. Ho MHCTUMHKT noaTankusarn ux obomx K AeACTBU0, U MOCTENEHHO OBMXEHUS €ro CTaHOBUNUCH Bce 60-
rnee HaCTOMYMBBLIMU U YBEPEHHBIMM, @ y4YallleHHOEe AblXxaHue 1 nerkue ctoHbl Menuccel noackasbiBanu, 4To oHa 6nm3ka K 06peTeHuo NoNHOro onaxeHcraa.

Menwncca gaxe He npegnonarana, YTo CEKC MOXET MPUHOCUTL Takoe yAoBOMNbCTBUE. YeM rnybxe Bxoaun B Hee Huk, Tem sipue 1 cnaile ollyliana oHa
nx 6NM30CTb N TEM CUMBbHEE XOTENOCh €M NMOMHOCTBI0 CINTLCA C HUM, CTaTb ero Yyactbio. OHa 06BMIa ero Horamm 1 pykamm, Kak BUHOrpagHasa nosa obsuBa-
eT KPEnkKy Noanopky, U CNoBHO Obl B3MbIBara BMECTE C HAM B Yy[ECHYH BbiCb. HakoHel, Mup B30pBarcs Ha MHOXECTBO OCMNenMTENbHbIX OCKOMKOB, KPUK
BbIpBancsa u3 ee rpyam, U Teno cogporHynock B akctase. Korga Menucca ycnokovnack 1M OTKpbina rrasa, oHa yBuaena yneibawoweecsa nuuo Huka. B ero
B3rnsiae CBeTUNacb HEXHOCTb.

— Bcerpa ObiBaeT Tak BOCXUTUTENBHO? — C OPOXbIO B rOfI0ce cripocuna oHa. — [nsi MEHs 3TO OTKPOBEHME.

— HeT, Mmunas, — yBepeHHO OTBETUN OH. — Takoe HacnaxgeHne Tbl MOXeLlb UCMbITaTb TOMbKO CO MHOW. [pyroi Bce TONbKO UCNOPTUT. Thl HE Xarneellb,
YTO OTAAanach MHe, a He JIcy? — CNpOCUN OH, NOLEroBaB ee B ryobl.

Menucca pe3ko Bckounna u, CycTMB HOMM C KpoOBaTW, Ckasana, rnsagsa emMy B rrasa:

— MopTpeT 3ica BUCUT B CranbHAX NOYTM BCEX MONOAbIX TeHHUCUCTOK. — OHa nepeBena ayx n npogorxana: — CBoero Myx4uHy s Bobibpana B YeTbIpHa-
AuaTtb NeT, KOrAa OH ckasarn, BOWAsA O4HaXAbl B HALL AOM, YTO A HEMPEMEHHO BbIpacTy Kpacasuuen. 3To Obin Jic.

— A yTo Tbl AyMaeLlb 06 3TOM cenyac? — cnpocun Huk.
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— A cunTalo, 4TO 3TO AeBUYbU rpesbl. 3Haellb, s He peBHOBarna 31nca K ero MHOroYMCrNeHHbIM NoApYKKaM, Tak Kak BHywIMna cebe, Y4To BCe OHU AN HEro
HUYero He 3Hau4aT, U cama He npuaaBana 3HaveHus ero pomaHam. C Tobon xe Bce nHave... Korga Lerina Bopeanack B TBOK KBapTUPY, Kak k cebe aomown,
MHe MoKa3anocb, YTO OHa Ha Tebs NMeeT Kakue-To npasa.

— Ho Begb 51 Bce Tebe 06bscHUn! — nepebun ee Huk. EmMy He xoTenock 6ornbLue pasroBapueaTb. B KOHUE KOHLOB MCTOpUS ¢ AMCOM 3aKOHYMNach HaBce-
rpal

OH HexHOo nouenosan Menuccy, OGHAN 1 yNOXWM Ha CMMHY, 3aTEM KOMIEHOM pa3aBuHYN e Horu. Ha aToT pa3 Huk mor no3sonuTtb cebe He cnewwmnTs ¢
Hayanom nboBHOro akta. Jluwe BocnnameHus B Menucce OroHb xenaHusl, oH BHOBb oBnazen etw. Opra3m, KOTOPbIA OHW UCTbITanM 0AHOBPEMEHHO, NOTPSC
Menwuccy n yaneun aaxe camoro Huka. A korga oHa yCHyrna, OH He BbINyCTuI ee U3 06 bATUI, MOMHS O TOM, YTO HAYTPO UM NpUAETCs paccTaTbCs.

KopoTkas neTHAst HOYb CKOPO CMEHMack paccBeToM. Pa3byxeHHast ConHeyHbIM ny4oM, Menwncca npocHynach.

— JaBan pelwmm, korga Mbl CHoOBa BCTpeTuMcs! — npeanoxun ern Huk. — A elle MOXXHO AOroBOPUTLCA MpuesXxaTb Cloda B 3TO XXe BPEMS Kaxablv rof, 4To
Obl C HAMW HX CITYYNIOCh.

— OTtnunuHasa mbicnb! — ckaszana Menwucca. — Yxe cBeTaeT, — rpycTHo gobasuna oHa. — Ecnu 51 He noealy Ha cOpeBHOBaHMS, TO NMOTOM BCH XU3Hb Oyay
XaneTb. A Tak onro xgana aToro waHca. Ho cenyac MHe noyYemy-To nevarnbHO.

— Hy, koHeuHo xe, Tebe HyxHO exaTb, foporas! — BOCKNuMkHyn Huk. — A noctapatock BblpBaTh AEHEK-APYION, YTOObI NoBMaaThCs ¢ TOGOM.

O6a npekpacHO NoOHUManu, 4To UM CNOXHO ByAeT HaxoauTb Bpems Ans cBuaaHuin. Menucce npeacTosno nyTewecTBoBaTek MO CBeTy, a Huk noka ewe
ObIn cBA3aH apmerckor crnyxoon. OHM OBHANKUCH, coxanes, YTO He B cuIax OCTaHOBWUTb BpeMsi. Ho ConHue Heymonumo noAHMMAarnoch BCe Bbille U BbilleE,
HOBbIV AieHb Bxoaun B cBou npasa. OHW no3aBTpakanu B HOMepe, CHOBa npeJannch NoOOBHON UIPe N HAKOHEL,, AepXXach 3a PYKU, BBILLNNW Ha ynuuy, rae um
npeacrosAno paccratbcsa. Menvcca HamepeBarnacbh noexaTb NPSAMO B adponopT, @ HUK — NO3BOHWUTL MNPUATENIO U NONPOCUTL NOABE3TU €ro 40 rapHM3oHa.

Mouenosas Menuccy Ha npowaxne, Huk pacnaxHyn gsepuy BMB. OH ¢ Tpygom nogasun OCTPOE XernaHue YroBopuTb ee octaTbes. Crnesbl mewanu
Menwncce BCTaBUTb KIMHOY B 3aMOK 3axuraHunsi. HakoHeL, MOTOp 3aBerncsi, OHa TOPOMIMBO YMOKHYa Huka B Lieky 1, ObICTpo Habmpasi CKOpoCTb, ykaTuna.

Taraéa 2

M3HypuTenbHble TPEHUPOBKKN Tak uaMaTbiBanu Menucey, 4To, noxacb Be4epoM B NOCTerb, OHa 3acbinana, He ycnes nogymaTtb 0 Huke, HO 3aTO OH 4YacTo
ABNANCA el BO cHe. Heckonbko Heaenb NponeTeno He3amMeTHO; A4St BOCMIOMUHAHUIA U TOCKU MO AOMY Y Hee He Obino BpemeHu. KaTtn 3actaBnsna Menuccy
oTpaxaTtb camble TPyAHbIE yAapbl, MPUHOPABNMBATLCS K HOBLIM pakeTkaM C Pa3HON HaTSXKKOW CTPYH M Aaxe npoboBaTb pasnunyHyto CnopTUBHY 00YBb.

B nepepbiBax mexagy TpeHupoBkamu Mernucca BbiCTynana B COPEBHOBaHUAX Ha AEHEXHbIN Npu3 B MareHbKUX ropogkax, 0O KOTOPbIX OHa paHblue gaxe
He cnbllana, nepea nNoyTu nycTeiMyM TpnbyHamu. Eil yaanoch BbiMrpaTe HECKOMNBbKO MaT4yell, B OCHOBHOM — B MapHbIX COCTA3aHuMsAX, BMecTe ¢ Katu. B ogu-
HOYHBIX )€ BCTPeYax OHa HWKOr4a He Bbixoaura nu3 BTOPOro kpyra. TeM He MeHee 3TU TypHUPbLI MoMoranu en obpecty onbIT 1 HabpaTb kBanMUKaLMOHHbIE
0YKM. [leHbru, Nony4YyeHHble B kKa4eCcTBe NpU30B, ObICTPO TPATMUCh Ha XM3Hb U OnnaTy KOPTOB, a ee Aonr [pKeky poc ¢ nyratollen CTpeMUTENbHOCTbIO.

— Y ameutenbHoe Aeno, — noceTtoBana ogHaxabl BevepoM Menucca, ynakoBbiBas CyMKU nepef odepeHbiM nepeesgoM. — B imkapHbIX OTensax mMbl He
OCTaHaBnMBaemcsl, OTAENbHbIX CAMOMETOB HE HAHNUMaeM, a Ha KaXXabll TYPHUP YXMOMNbiBaeM Lenoe COCTOSHME.

— Oobpo noxanoBaTk Ha rpeLuHyto 3emnio! — yemexHynacek Katu. — B Hauyane cBoel CNopTUBHOW Kapbepbl Ha8 COPEBHOBaHMS 9 00bIYHO fobupanack Ha
MoNyTHbIX, @ HoYeBana B Tpennepax. MHe YacTeHbKO Npuxoaunock paboTatb OULIMAHTKOM B MECTHbIX 3aberanoBkax.

— Tl cunTaeLlb, YTO AEHbIMM MHe O0CTalTCH CAULWLKOM nerko? — cnpocvna Menucca.

— KoHeuHo! ek nomor Tebe coenaTth nepBble Wwarn B npodeccnoHanbHOM CNopTe, a Aanblle kapabkancsa cama, kak cymeelws! Bnpoyem, gomkHa 3a-
MeTUTb, y TebS Noka 3TO HEMMOXO NOMny4yaeTCcs.

Tbl MOnog4uHal
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— Tl BENCTBUTENBHO Tak cuuTaewb? — Menucca o6pagoBaHHo npocusana. Katn oboapstowle ynbibHynacs en B otBeT. OTHOLLEHUS MEXOY HUMMK nocTe-
NeHHo nepepacTanu B Apyx06y. Katn, HauyaBwasa TpeHmpoBaTe Menucey 13 nuuHbix coobpakeHnii, Bce bornblue yoexxaanack B CEpbE3HOCTU HAMEPEHWIA yye-
HULbI 1 pagoBanack ee Tpyaonoduto, CNoCOGHOCTAM 1 ycrnexam.

B Hbto-Mopk oHU Npubbinu XapKum aBryCTOBCKMM OHEM W Ha Takcu noexanu npsiMo B AOMUWK, apEeHA0BaHHbIN B NapkoBOM komnnekce dnawwmHr Megoy —
TpaguLUMOHHOM MecTe npoBefeHus YyemnuoHaToB CLUA no TeHHucy. KaTu paga Gbina BHOBb Oka3aTbCcs AoMa, Menucca ¢ BOCTOpProm npezBKyLlana 3Hakom-
cTBO ¢ bonblimM ABGNOKoM, kKak Ha3bIBalOT CBOM ropo HbOMOPKUbI. W, KOHEYHO ke, 06e OHU COCKY4MNnUCh Mo [KeKy, KOTOpbI A0MKeH 6bin npuneTeTb Criyc-
TS HECKONbKO AHEN BMecTe C OMCOM.

Menwncce Bo 4TO Gbl TO HU CTanNoO HYXHO ObINO NO6eanTe B 0TOOPOYHbBIX COPEBHOBAHMAX M NPOWTU 6E3 NoOpaXkeHWi eLle TpY KBanuguUKaLMOHHbIX MaTya.
Tonbko nocrne 3TOro oHa nosyyarna npaso BbICTyNaTb B OAUHOYHbIX COCTA3aHUAX, B XXEHCKUX MapHbIX — BMecTe € K3TU U B CMELUaHHbIX NapHbIX — C [KekoM.
B nape ¢ Katu cornacuncsa urpatb 31c.

C uHTepecom pasrnaapisas Hbto-Vlopk 13 okHa Takew, Menucca He peluanack cnpocuTb y KaTu, korga Ta oTnyCcTUT ee Ha 3KCKypeuio no ropogy. OaHak-
Abl BO Prnopnae Menucca ocmenunack 3aMkHyTbCSl O TOM, UTO xOoTena Gbl MpoexaTbcs No nobepexnbio, HO KaTn 3nobGHO npuLlypunack u cnpocuna:

— Tl Xo4elb cTaTb TYPUCTKOM UK NPOdeCcCnoHanbHOM TEHHUCUCTKON ?

TaiHas Hagexaa, 4To el Bce xe yaacTtcs nobpoanTs no Heto-Mopky nocne TypHupa, He octasnsna Menuccey.

Kak Tonbko aeByLuk/ pacnakoBanu barax, Katu nosena Menuccy Ha ctagnoH. ®nawmHr Menoy noTpsic ee KonoccanbHbIMKU pa3MepamMu.

— TpnbyHbI rMaBHOro KOpTa BMELLAKT A0 ABaALaT ThiCAY 3pUTenen, — pacckasbiBana en Katu. — Korga urpaelwb 3aeck HOYbO, MpU CBETE MPOXKEKTO-
poB, niofen He BUAHO. Bokpyr cTouT HEBOOOPAa3NMbIN LIYM U ram. XOpoLUOo eLle, ecrnv DonenbLIVKM CKaHaUPYIOT TBOE UMS, HO 0ObIYHO GbiBaeT uHave. U BoT
TOrAa CTaHOBUTCA XYTKOBATO.

— He gymato, 4TO MHe JoBeeTCH BbICTYNUTbL Ha 3TOW nrowajke, — ckasana Menucca. — Bo BcAkom criyyae, B 3TOM rofy Takoro Y TOYHO He Mpou3ou-
ner.

— K10 3HaeT? — Bo3paauna en Katu. — A BOpyr Tbl NpoigeLlb KBannUKaLMOHHBIA Typ 1 B MEPBOM Xe payHAe AoMmkHa Oyaelb urpate ¢ M'pad?

3ameTVB rpyMacy OTKPOBEHHOrO cTpaxa Ha (OU3NMOHOMMM YYeHULbl, OHa paccMmesnach.

— He nyrancs, s nowytuna! MNownu Beibepem KOpT ANst TPEHNPOBOK U B3rMsIHEM Ha pacnucaHue COPEBHOBaHUN.

[hxek 0ObABUNCA CNYCTSA ABa OHSA, paHbLUe, YEM OHU OXUaanu ero.

— MNpuBeT! — 6oApPO KPUKHYI OH cecTpe, bpocuBLLencsa eMy HaBcTpedy. — Kak noxuBaellb, moe KanntanoBnoxeHue?

— He cmelt meHst Gonblue Tak HasbiBaTh! — LWYTNMBO psABKHYNa Ha Hero Menucca.

— O'ken, — kmBHYN Oxek. — Mos NeHcnoHHaa Ctpaxoska! Hy, kak y Hee ycnexun? — nonHTepecoBarcs OH, YMOKHYB K3Tu B LLEKy.

— Jlyywe cam npoBepb, — OTBeTUNA Ta, 0OVKEHHAsA CTOMb CAepXaHHbIM BblpaxkeHneM 4vyBcTB. OHa Hagesnack, 4Yto [xek OyaeTt ny4ile OTHOCUTBLCS K
Heln, Korga corracunach 3aHMMaTbCsl C €ro CECTPOW, HO Ha Aene Bce BbILo HAao60opoT. OH 3BOHMN el Tak e 4acTo, Kak U npexae, HO UHTepecosarncs, B
OCHOBHOM, NuLWb ycnexamu Menuccobl.

Ixek 3aHaAn mecTto KaTu Ha KopTe 1 Hayan obMeHnBaTbCA C CECTPOM yaapamu. Ero npusitHo yauBmno, 4To oHa cTana nockinartb Ms4M ToO4YHee 1 ¢ 6onb-
LLIEN CKOPOCTbIO M MOLLIbIO, YEM paHblue. A ee NnacMpoBaHHbIE yaapbl CNeBa, npuyeM ABYMSA pykamu, BooGLLE NOTPACNN €ro.

— HeBo3MOXHO faxe yragaTb, Kyga OHa HanpasnseT maul — 04obpuTensHO 3amMeTun OH. — Ho XBaTuT N y Hee CMenoCT! MPUMEHUTL TakoW NMpUMeM BO
BPEMS BCTPEYM C NPOTUBHUKOM?

— OT0 Thbl Y3Haelwb Yepes Tpu Yaca, — ckasana Katu, BarnsaHyB Ha vackl. — O'kent, Menucca, gocrtatouHo! MNoelwb, 0TAOXHU U He 3abyab BbINUTb NOGOsb-
Wwe BoAbl nepen matdem! CerogHsa OYeHb Xapko.

— Xopouwo, — Menuncca obTepnack NonoTeHuemM n cobpana paxketku. — Tbl IPUAELLb B3rNAHYTb HA MO Urpy? — cnpocuna oHa y [hxeka.

— PasymeeTcs! A cerogHst BOMKEH BCTPETUTLCA B Bape ¢ Xanom PeHynKkoM, HO Ha TBOW MaT4 06s13aTenbHO Npyay, — OTBETWI OH.

[bxek caep>kan CroBO M NOSIBMIICA BO3Me KOpTa K Hayamny Urpbl BMECTE C PbBKEBOIIOCHIM X3M0M, KOTOPbIA npuen nonwboBaTtscs Menuccown, nopasns-
LLIen ero B camoe cepALe BO Bpems Ux BcTpeun B AHrnuu. Certyac oHa NpounsBena Ha Hero elle Gornbliee BnevaTneHume.
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Menwncca ogepxana 4ucTyto nobey Bo Bcex ceTax, U Xamn npeanoxun oTMeTUTb 3TO COObITUE COBMECTHbIM YXMHOM. [IKek cpasy e cormacuncs, Ho
Katu Hamoplmna nob n 3ameTnna, 4yto y Menuccel 3aBTpa ewe ogHa BcTpeya. Camon xe Menwucce noes Xana npywnacb He no BKycy: ObiTb BECb BeYep B
LEeHTpe BHUMaHUS el He XOTernocCh.

— Menucce nonesHo 6yaeT HEMHOrO OTBNeYbLCs, — ckasan [xek. — OHa MOXeT YUTU NopaHbLUe.

Xan nukoear, U 3TO He YKPbINOCb OT HabnogaTensHoro [xeka. VHTepec 064eNeHHOro XXEeHCKUM BHMMaHWEM MpUATENs K ero CecTpe He nopazosan
Ixeka: HUYTO He JOJKHO oTBNekaTb Menuccy oT 3aHsaTuin TeHHucom. OH, pasyMeeTcsl, He 3Harn O poMaHe cecTpbl ¢ Hukom, a ecnu 6bl y3Han, BoobLle cxBa-
Tunca 6bl 3a ronosy. OHaKo emMy BCKOpe NpeacToAno Npo3peTh, NOCKONbKy Huk pewwnn paau sctpeun ¢ Menwuccoii npuneteTs B Hito-Mopk.

Menucca npolwna kBanudukauMoHHbIE COPEBHOBaHUA M Bbirpana nepBbli MaTtdy B OAMHOYHOM paspsge. Ho, CTONKHYBLIMCL BO BTOPOW BCTpeYe C TeH-
HUCUCTKOWN, BXOASLEN B “TpuauaTky” cunbHenwmx npodeccnoHarnok, oHa npourpana. Cnerka paccTpoeHHas u ycranas, oHa peluvna fnedb cnaTb nopaHbLue.
KaTtu Bowwna k Hen, korga Menucca yxe uictuna 3y6bl nepes CHOM.

— Tawm, BHM3Y, Tebs xaeT NOKNOHHUK. — B ronoce Katu 3Byyan nerkui ykop.

— K10? — cnonocHys poT, cnpocuna Menwucca.

— Kak 6yaTo Thl He 3Haewwb! — dbipkHyna Katu. — OTKyaa e OH y3Han TBoW agpec?

— Heyxenn Huk? — Katn knBHyna, Menucca HaknHyna xanat v Bblbexana n3 KoMHaThl, Ha xoay 6pocuB: — Ho s xgana oT Hero Tonbko nucbmal

Huk monya oGHsn ee.

— masam cBomMm He Bepto! — ckasana Menucca, npuxaBLUUCh K ero rpyan. — A Tak paga 1ebs BuaeTs!

— N a Toxe, — xpunno ckasan Huk. — OcobeHHO B TakoM BUge.

MpoxoauBLLMI MUMO SNC BHUMATENBLHO NOCMOTPEN Ha HOMM 1 Nonky Menucebl, 06TAHYTYI0 TOHKOW TKaHbHO, U C YXMbINIKON 3aMeTUn:

— CobnasHUTENbHO CMOTPULLILCS, ManbliLKal

OH C BbI30BOM B3rMISIHYN HA MYX4MHY, OOHUMatoLero Menucey, 1 BCMOMHUIT, YTO YXXe BCTpeyan ero B AHIMNK, NapHI0, KaXeTcsl, NOBE3NO C 3TON KPOLL-
Kow!

— CerogHs faxe Tbl He CNOCOOEH NCMOPTUTL MHE HAaCTPOEHNE, — XONOAHO cka3an HuK, BCTPETUBLUMCH C HAM B3rnsgoMm.

— B camom gene? A xanb, — 3noBeLe YXMblfibHYNCcs J1UC 1 He cneLua yaanurcs B KyXHIO.

— No4yemy Tbl He Npeaynpeann MeHst 0 CBoeM npuesae? — cnpocuna Menucca, BrisigbiBasick B rras3a Huka. En 6bino Tak yiOTHO B €ro CUIbHbBIX pyKax,
YTO YCTanoCTb MOMEHTarbHO nc4esna.

— XoTen caenatb Tebe ctopnpua! — oTBeTUN OH. — MeHs xxaeT Takcn. Cberan, BO3bMM CyMOYKY U HakMHb Ha cebs YTo-HUbyab.

— 3ayem TepsATb AparoueHHoe BpeMsa? — CMyLLLEHHO Bo3pasuna Menucca.

— Thbl BeIMSAAWLB CANLWIKOM COONasHUTENBHO B 3TOM Hapsae, — Huk ynelGHyncs. — igu, nam, He ucnbiTeiBak Moe TepneHue.

— A murom! — noobelana oHa, B3berasi No cTyneHbkam. — MoxeLlb noka BbINUTb KOhe, NOMAM Ha KyXHIO.

BcTtpeyaTbcs cHoBa € HaxanbHbIM JicoM Huky He xoTernocbk, U OH ocTancsa Tam, rge croan. Bekope go Hero goHecnuch pasgpaxeHHble ronoca: Katu
crnopuna c [xekom.

— Emy 3gecb Hevero genaTb! — kpuyana oHa. — HacTynaeTt camblii OTBETCTBEHHbIV 3Tan copeBHOBaHUN! Mam n ckaxxn emy, 4to OHa 34ecb He oTAbIXaeT,
a paboTaeT!

[xek Bbiwen K Huky.

— 'oe Menucca?

— OpeBaeTcs, — HeBO3MyTUMO oTBeTUN Huk. — OHa noedeT co MHOW.

— OHa cobupanacb nedb cnatb. C yTpa y Hee TPeHUpOBKa, — XMypo ckaszan [xek. — NMocnywan, 8 NnoHnMato, YTo Tbl NpuneTen NoBuaaTbCs C HEW, HO
cenyac He camoe noaxoasiiee Bpemsi Ansi cBuaaHui. beino 6bl HEMMOXO NpeaynpeanTb HAac O CBoeM npuesae. ..

— MHe He TpebyeTcst TBOEro paspeLueHus, YTobbl npuneTteTs B Hbio-Mopk, — cnokoiHo 3ameTvn Huk.

— Her, pasymeeTcs, — cornacuncsa [xek. — Ho ona Menuccbl 3To 04eHb BaXHbIN TYPHUP.
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— 71 B 3TOM He COMHEBatOCb 1 He coOMpatoch HapylaTb ee pexuM, — ckazan Huk. — Ho y Hee Beab ObiBaeT cBoGO4HOE BpemMNA?

— Oa! — kpukHyna Katn. — Ho B cBOG0OAHOE BpeMsi OHa JOJKHA OTAbIXaTh, A HE... a He... — 3anHynack OHa.

— A He TpaxaTbCH 00 M3HEMOXEHMS, — MOACKa3an e NosSBUBLLMIACA N3 KyXHU OWC.

— 3aTKHUCB! — KPUKHY N BCE TPOE OHOBPEMEHHO.

OWC yXMbINbHYCS: OH 060Xan nodobHbIE CLUEHDI.

— UTto 3gecb npoucxoant? — cnpocuna Menucca, cnyckascb no nectHuue.

— Bce HopmanbHo, Munas, — ckasan Huk, 6eps ee nog pyky.

— Menuccal Y Hac Ha gecATb yTpa 3akasaH TPEHMPOBOYHbIN KOPT! — CTPOro HanomMHuna en Katu.

— A nomHio! A Byay Tam To4HO B AecaTs! — ycnena ckasaTe Menucca npexae, 4em Huk BbiTalumn ee Ha ynuuy v 3axmnonHyn BXOAHY0 ABepb.

— Tak 13-3a Yero Becb 3TOT Cbip-00p? — cnpocuna Menncca B MalumHe.

— MNoxoxe, oHW He B BOCTOpre OT MOEro npuesaa, — oteeTnn Huk. — bodatcs, uto g 6yay 1ebs oTBnekaTe OT TypHUpa.

— OHWM He TaK yX Aaneku oT UCTUHbI, — 6e33ab0THO ckasana Menucca, npwkumasicb kK Huky. — Tl Hagonro npuexan? A 6e3ymHo Tebe pagal

— Hapgetoch npobbiTh 34eCh 40 crieaytoLuen cpeapl, — ckasan Huk. — S snepebie B Hblo-Mopke. YKanb, 4To MHe NpuaeTcsi 3HAaKOMUTLCS C HUM OJHOMY,
Beb Thl 3aHATA Ha COPEBHOBaHUSAX. A gam Tebe 3anacHOM KNk, U Tbl CMOXELLb NPUXOANTbL KO MHE B HOMep B Nnoboe Bpems. Ecnu Tebe 3axouyeTcs, pasy-
mMeeTcs.

— MHe yxe xouveTcs, — ckaszana Menucca 1 nokpacHena.

— MocTapatock Te6S He pasovapoBaTth, — noobelyan Huk.

W oH BbINONHMN obeLlaHue, HECMOTPS Ha YCTanocTb nocrne nyrewectsus. Menuvcca octanace o4eHb AOBONbHA BCTpeden. Ei ka3anock, 4to OHM 1 He
pasnyvanuce.

Ha ppyroe ytpo Menucca ono3sgana Ha TPEHMPOBKY Ha TpU MUHYThLI 1 nonyymna ot KaTu 3amevaHune. bbICTpeHbKO nepeoeBLlUnCh, oHa Bbibexana Ha
KOpT.

VM npencTosan OTBETCTBEHHbIM MaTY B )XEHCKOM NapHOM COPeBHOBaHUW. [AnNg TPEHUPOBKM OHWM NpUriacunn gpyryto napy CnopTCMEHOK, BbICTYNatoLWmX B
3TOM TypHupe. [Ixek Toxe npuLien nocMoTpeTb Ha UX UMpPY.

— Bug y Hee cuacTtnuBbin, — ckasan oH KaTtn Bo Bpemsi nepepsbisa.

— Yepecuyp, 51 6bl ckazana, — XMypo 3aMeTurna oHa. — ERn, no-moemy, yxxe HannesaTb, BbIUrpAeM Mbl UNU MPOUTPAEM.

— BbIno 66l xyxe, ecnn Obl y Hee ObINO CKBEPHOE HACTPOEHMe, — Bo3pa3vn [Kek, yTOMIEHHbIA CTEHaHUSIMM NOAPYXKKM MO noBoAy npuesga Huka. — U
O0BOSIbHO NepemMbIiBaTb KOCTOYKN HuKy JleHHOKey!

Katn monya otowna ot Hero. OHa 6ecunack He CTONbKO M3-3a Huka, CKONbKo U3-3a TOro, YTo [KeK C kaXkabiM AHEM Tepsin K Hel uHtepec. Bnpoyem, oH
HUKOrda He CMOTPenN Ha Hee Tak, kak Huk Ha Menuccy.

JeHb Bblgancs xapkvMm 1 oyLiHbIM, NO3TOMY nepen matdyem Katn u Menucca nownv nepefoxHyTb B pa3geBarnky, rae paboran KoHOULMOHED.

Menwucca Bbilna Ha KOPT HE B caMon nydllen popme, HO B3dna cebs B pyku M TOUYHOM MUrpori obecneyuna BeIMrphIll B NepBoM ceTe. Bo BTopoM urpa
Lra ¢ nepeMeHHbIM ycnexom. Cunbl nokuganu Menuccy, HO OHa npoorkana yrnopHo 60poTbCs 3a KaXaoe 0YKO, 3Hasl, eCru OHW npourpatoT, Katun 06BUHUT
ee B TOM, YTO OHa pacTpaTuna curbl B nocTenu ¢ Hukom. Peluatolyo nogayvy oHa BbinonHvWna 6nectsile, Belurpana BTOPON CET U — O4HOBPEMEHHO — BECb
maT4. B3goxHyB ¢ obneryeHnem, oHa noLuna Kk ceTke NoXxaTb PyKM ConepHuLam.

— Monogeu! — noxsanuna ee Katn. — MNpuaewb cMoTpeTb urpy [xeka?

— HeT, g ympy Ha TpubyHe OT TennoBoro yaapa, — nokavana ronosovi Menucca. lNMpuHSaB gyL, oHa nepeogenack 1 oTnpasuniack K Huky.

OH Bo3nexan Ha HeOOBATHOM KPOBaTKU, NOAOTKHYB MO Cce051 HECKOMNMbKO NOoAyLLEK, 1 CMOTPEnN Mo TeneBn3opy MaTy ¢ ydyactnem [xeka. Ero HaroTy npu-
KpblBarno nuilb NonoTeHue, obepHyToe BOKpyr 6eaep.

— He BcraBaw! — ckasana Menucca, copacbeiBast Tydnu. — Tl Tak yaobHo yctpouncs. Cenvac 9 k Tebe npucoeanHoch!

OHa cHana mariky 1 JXKUHCbI U, NPbITHYB Ha KpOBaTb, CBEPHYach knybo4kom Boarne Huka.
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— [Ixek BbIMrpbIBaeT? — cnipocuna oHa.

— [a, npuyem yBepeHHo, — 0TBeTUI OH. —KcTaTtu, TpaHCNUpoBanu KOHUOBKY TBOero matya. Thl urpaewb nyywe Katu, nopa en 3aTKHYTbCA U nepectaTb
6pocaTb Ha MeHs1 YOUNCTBEHHbIE B3rnsiabl.

— W paBHO TbI cTan 3HaToKOM TeHHUca? — Menucca ycMexHynach.

— JTO He MOe MHeHue, Tak ckasan TefnekoMMeHTaTop: AeckaTb, yYeHuUa SBHO npeB3oLuna yuntens! — noacHun Huk.

— boxe! Hapetoch, HUKTO He pacckaxeT 06 atom Katn! — ncnyraHHo 3ametuna Menuvcca, B3rnsHyB Ha 3KpaH.

B aTOT MOMEHT CTaamnoH B3opBarncsa annogncMeHTaMuy nocre yaayHou nogayum [hxeka, n kamepa “Haexana” Ha 3puTenen, cpeau KOTopbix cuaena bnep-
Hada 1 yctanas KaTtu, uaMyyeHHas >xapow.

— Bobl Bugnte Katn Onueep, nogpyry [bkeka, — ckazan tenekommeHTaTop. — OHa cenvac TpeHmpyeT ero cectpy, Menuccy ®appenn. Ho ee noyemy-1o He
BMAHO Ha TpubyHax. bunn, Tl ee BUANLLBL? — CIPOCUI OH Y CBOEro konnern. — JInyHo 9 — HeT!

— Y MeHs cTpaluHo 6onaT Bce MblLLbl, — NoXanosanack Menucca. — Tbl HE TOMaccuMpyellb MHE CrHY?

— £ He npmaaBwn Te0SA NPOLLMON HOYLID, foporas? — cnpocurt H1K ¢ BUHOBaTOM MUHOWM, HEXXHO MOrMNaXueasi ee CrvHy.

— HeT. Bcemy BMHOWM 3TK KOPTbI € TBEPABIM MOKPbITUEM. [1O0TpK YyTOUKy NpaBo u Huxe. BoT Tak, yyaecHo! Tl MoOr Obl CTaTb HEMMOXUM MaccaXuctom!

— A roToB MaccmMpoBaTh TONbKO TeOS 0AHY, — NoLEeNoBar OH ee nreYyo. — JIOXNCb Ha XXMBOTUK, S 3alMyCb TBOEI CMNHOW Kak cnegyeT!

— 2Kanb, 9 He B3aAna Macrno Ansd maccaxa, — B3goxHyna Menucca.

Huk BcTan u 6bICTPO Cx0auUN B BaHHYHO.

— 3710 nogonaeT? — CNpocun OH, BEPHYBLUNCH C OfIaKOHOM B pYyKe.

Menwncca kuBHyna u ynbloHynacb. OH BbINUIT HEMHOIO apOMAaTHOM XWAKOCTA Ha NMaJloHN M OCTOPOXHO CTan BTMpaTb ee B kKoXy Menuccel. Beckope oHa
3ajblllana rpomye 1 vaule, 1 HuK Hempom3BomneHO Cxkan nansuamu ee dAroauubl. Menucca cnagocTpacTHO 3acToHana, obepHynacb M BoouMto ydoeamnnacs,
4YTO OH BO30OYXXAEH HE MEHbLLE Hee.

— Tenepb MO oYepedb MaccupoBaTb! — rPyAHbIM FrOfIOCOM 3asiBMMa OHa W, HaNWB Macna Ha pyku, Hayana nornaxuBaTb ero BefMKonenHoe MyXckoe
OOCTOUHCTBO, NPUXOAsi B CunbHenwee Bo3byxaeHve. Huk, wana cnuHy Menuccl, ycagun ee Ha cebsa BepxoM. OLLYTMB XapKyto Bnary ee noHa, OH 3axmy-
puncs oT yaoBonbCTBUSA. W Ha 3TOT pa3 comTne BO3HECNO Mx Ha Hebeca. MNoTOM OHM elLe [OMro nexanu, NPUxaBLWMCb APYT K APYry U Hacnaxaanuchb nepe-
XUTbIMU MTHOBEHUAMWN CHACTbA.

— HyxHO nombITbCsl, — cka3an HakoHel Huk. — OT Hac BOHSIET Tak, CNOBHO Mbl NOOLIBanuM B Typeukom 6opaene. dy! BoTt Tak macno!

— Tl 6bIBan B Typunm?

— [a, B MON0ogoCTu, BO BPEMSA COBMECTHbIX Y4EHUI HATOBCKUX apMuin, — oTBeTun Huk. — Hy, gaBan, manbiwka, MapLl B BaHHYHO!

OHun noHavany Beceno, kak AeTu, Nneckanucb B BAHHOW, a NOTOM... Menucca Bnepsble€ B XXN3HW UCTbITana Cekc B BoAe. ATO NPUBESO e€ B NOJIHbLIN BOC-
TOpT.

3akaszaB efly no TenedoHy, OHM NOYXMHAMKU, NONPOCUNK 3aMEHUTbL UM MOCTENbHOE Genbe 1 ycenuchb B KpoBaTu nepes TeneakpaHom. Menvcca nosso-
Huna [keky, 4Tobbl N03apaBUTbL €ro ¢ nobeaom.

— [pe 1eba yepTh HOCAT? — NPOPbIYan OH.

— Ay Huka!

— A tak n nogyman. ['ge oH xuBeTt?

— He ckaxy! Korga y MmeHs yTpoMm TpeHnpoBka?

— B oanHHaguaTs!

— A 6yny 6e3 ono3gaHus.

— He 3abyab, 3aBTpa y Hac maTy! XopolleHbKo Bbicnuck! Pagu Mers, ymonsio!

— EcrectBeHHo, BpaTeu! A yxe B noctenm.

Hwuk pacxoxoTarncs, yCnbllaB Takon OTBET,
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[bxek, BMONMMO, yCrblLan ero rosioc U TSHKeno B3A0XHYI.

— KaTu npoxysxokana MmHe ns-3a 1ebs Bce ywwm! — noxanoBarncs OH LWenoTom. — A ycran ot Hee!l

— MNoHnmato n coudyBCTBYHO, — ckasana Menucca. — lNpeacraBnsiellb, KAKOBO MHE ObIfo XWUTb C HEW B TEYEHUE HECKONbKMX Hedenb? CnoKOMHON Houu,
xek!

OHa nonoxwuna Tpyoky 1, o6epHyBLUUCL, Cka3ana:

— Huk, MHe 0eiiCTBUTENbHO HY>XHO XOPOLLEHBKO BbiCNaTbes!

— £ He BO3paxato, — OTBETUI OH, YYBCTBYS CMaZikylo yCTanocTb nocrie 3abas 3Toro Beyvepa.

— Tl 3aBTpa npugeLlb Ha ctagnoH? Mbl ¢ [xxekom urpaem npoTtus Katn ¢ Sncom.

— ObsizaTenbHo npuay! — noobewan en Huk, 3eBas.

OH BbIKIHOYMIT TENEBU30P, OHU OOHAMNMUCL N BCKOPE YCHYMMW.

Ha copeBHOBaHMSI CMeLLaHHbIX Map cobpanocb MHOMO 3pUTENEN, XOTA Ha COCEAHEM KOPTE B 3TO Xe BPEMS UrpanM TEHHUCUCTbI MMPOBOrO knacca. bo-
nenbLIMKam He XOTEmNoCh YNyckaTb PeAKYI0 BO3MOXHOCTb NMOCMOTpeTb Urpy Anca u hxeka npotus apyr gpyra. Ocobyto NMKaHTHOCTb 3TOMY MaTyy npuaaBsa-
10 1 TO OBCTOATENBLCTBO, YTO MO pa3Hble CTOPOHbLI CETKM OKa3anucb TpeHep u yveHnua — Katu n Menuncca.

HaanekTtpn3oBaHHasa aTtMocdepa cTaamoHa Bo3byxaana u 6ypopaxuna Huka, ycrpousLuerocs Ha TpubyHe, ¢ KOTOpOW ObiNo OTNMYHO BUOHO BCE Npouc-
Xoasllee Ha kopTe. OTa BCTpeYya He MpeacTtaBnsnach cepbesHon HU [xeky, HM Jucy. Vix Gonblue BOMHOBAN UCXOA COCTSI3aHUA B OOMHOYHOM paspsage u
npeacrosiee BbICTYNNEHNE B MYXXCKMX NapHbIX urpax Ha npus OTkpbIToro YemnuoHata CLUA.

Menucce, KOHEYHO e, X0Tenocb BbirpaTtb. OHa 3Hana, Yto Huk Ha TpubyHe. A KaTu cTpallHo xotenock nobeante Menuccy. Ein Bce-Taku goHecnu, ka-
Kyt0 penrvKy OTNyCTUI HakaHyHe TeneKkoOMMEHTaTop, OHa Xaxaana pesaHLwa. K Tomy xe [xek coBepLUeHHO oxniagern K HeW 1 cnan oTAernbHO, C YeM OHa HU-
Kak He morfia CMUpUTLCS.

MyXX4nHbI HE CTapanuce urpaTb B MOMHYI0 cuny. [pkek ¢ HacnaxaeHuem Habnogan, kak Menuvcca ncnogsons fobrnsaeTca nobeabl Hag Katn B ynopHon
6opbbe C Hel 3a Kaxxgoe 04ko. KaTu xxe, B OTNMYMe OT CBOErO HanapHUKa, HaunHana Tepsitb camoobnagaHue.

— He nogasaii en nog ygap crnesal — KpUkHyna oHa JWcy, YXKe Xarnes, 4To noTpaTtuna CTonbKo Cuin U BpeMeHu, ctaBa Menucce MoLHbBIN yaap cneea,
BCSIKMIN pa3 NpUHOCALMUIA Ton nobeny.

— N3BuHKM, A gyman, 4to 310 ee cnaboe mMecTo, — coBparn JKC, BO3BpaLLasiCh K 3aQHEW NUHUN.

OH BHOBb Nofan, TOYHO MoA yaap crnesa, Menuvcca ycnewHo npuHana Ms4y 1 nocnana ero Ha nonosuHy Katu, Ta ¢ Tpyaom otbuna cuneHein yaap, Me-
nvcca CTpeMuTENbLHO Bbilna K ceTke 1 nogpesarna mad. ConepHuua He ycrnena K HeMy nocre HU3KOro OTCKOKa M B cepauax KpukHyna Jucy:

— Kyna Tl cMoTpen, 4epT 66l Tebst nobpan!

— Tl 4OMKHA camMa NoTeTb, CNN XOYeLllb MNOoMY4YnTb NPU3! — OrpbI3HYSICS TOT.

Cynbsi Ha BbILKe caenan Katu npegynpexaeHune 3a rpyboe nosefeHme Ha KopTe.

— Hexopowo! — wytnneo norposuna nanb4mkom Menucca tpeHepy. Ta, Nbinas apocTbio, OnycTua ronosy.

[bxek MOLIHO Mofarn, HaMmepeBasCb 3aBEPLUMTbL MEPBLIA CET 3TUM yOapoM. OWC, BbiBeAEHHbIN u3 cebsa Katu, He ctan ycepacTBOBaTb M FOHSATHCA 3a
“mMepTBbIMU” MsiHaMUN HakaHyHe OTBETCTBEHHOroO MaTya B 0AMHOYHOM pa3psae. Menucca u [Ixek 6e3 ocoboro Tpyaa Beivrpanu BCTpedy ¢ oowmm cqetom 3:0.

— Araccu nobegun, — ycnbiwan y cebsi 3a cnuHon HrkK ronoc Koro-To n3 60nenbLUKOB, TOMBKO YTO MpULLIEALINX C COCEOHEr0 KopTa.

— B camom pgene? A BoT QNc cerogHsa urpan cnabosaTto, — 0TO3Bancs ero npusitens.

— MoxerT, oH nogaanca Menuvcce ®appenn? — ycMexHyncs nepsbin.

— He 3Hato! Ecnn Tak, emy npngeTca MMeTb Aeno ¢ XarnoM PeHynkoM. ToT TOXe K Hel HepaBHOAYLLEH.

Huk nogyman, 4to um oboum npuaeTcs UMeTb Aerno ¢ HUM. Ho KTo Takow aToT Xan PeHyuk, 6yab oH npoknat? NMoaxe oH cnpocun 06 aTom y Menuccel,
BCTPETMBLLMCH C HEWN B MOXE AN YY4aCTHUKOB COPEBHOBAHUN.

— OH TEHHNCUCT, — CMOKOMHO OTBETUIa OHa. — 3a4eM OH Tebe HyXeH?

B ee HeBUHHbIX rnmasax Huk He 3aMeTnn HU NOTaeHHOW TPEBOTM, HW NyKaBCTBaA M C obnerdyeHnem ynblOHyncs.
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— Tbl BeO4b TOMBbKO MOSi 4E€BOYKa? — TUXO CNPOCUI OH.

— KoHeyHo! — OHa nouenoBsarna ero, He CTECHAACh OKPYXKatoLLMX.

— Torganownu! — OH B351 ee 3a pPyKy 1 NOBEN K BbIXOQy CO CTagMoHa.

Cnepytowmn napHein Mat4 Menucca n Katu npovrpanu. B ocHoBHOM 13-3a cnabow urpbl Katu. OT oropyeHnst oHa B KOHLE BCTPEYM LUBLIPHYMa Ha KopT
pakeTky.

— N3BuHM, A cerogHsa He B oyxe, — ckasana oHa, Bbiasa u3 ayweson. — KctaTtn, [xkek Hu4ero He rosopun 1ebe 060 MHe?

— B nocnegHee Bpemsi Mbl C HUM pefKko BUAMMCS, — noxana nnevamu Menucca. — A 4To cnyumnocs?

— KaxeTcsi, oH MeHs pa3nobun, — xanobHo B3goxHyna KaTtu.

— AX, BOT OHO 4TO! — ckaszana Menucca, MbICIIEHHO OTMETMB, 4TO [IKek, Moxoxe, HAKoraa v He Obin B Hee BnobneH. — Ecnu xoyellb, S MOry NoroBopuTh
C Hum!

KaTn oTpuuaTtensHO nokayasna rosioBom.

Korpa oHu BepHynucb AoMon, [hkek cnpocun y cecTpbl:

— MNocnywan, a korga ynetaet Huk? Kaxetcs, B cpeqy ytpoM? Thl 3acnyxuna OTAbIX OT TPEHMPOBOK Ha BCE OCTaBLleecs O ero otbesga Bpems. OT-
npaBnsancsa K Hemy n passnekancs!

— Cnacubo, bpateu! — obpagoBanacb Menucca n nobexana nepeogeBaTbCs.

— 3HaunT, Ham ¢ TOBON TOXE HaKOHEeL, MOXHO GyaeT HEMHOro OTAOXHYTL? — TMXO0 cnpocuna y hkeka KaTtu, Bolgepkas nayay.

[bxek noTynuncs, NpoknuHas cebs 3a u3nuiHK podocTb. OH He yMen pBaTh OTHOLUEHUS C AEBYLUKAMU CTONb Xe Nnerko, kak Junc. K tomy xe Menucce
HY>XEH TpeHep.

— Ho 5 Bce elle y4acTBy0 B COPEBHOBAHUSAX, — HANOMHWUI OH EN.

— B npownom rofy Tl TOXe NpoAepxarncd noytn Ao guvHana, ogHako Ham 3TO He MeLano 3aHMMaTbCsl CEKCOM MpU NepBOM e BO3MOXHOCTM, — 00u-
»XeHHOo Bo3pasuna KaTtn. — Y 1ebs eLle KTo-To ecTb, [kek?

— Her, — yectHo oTBeTVM OH. — Ho... Mbl ¢ TOBOW, MOXOXe, APYr ApYra He Tak MOHANN C caMoro Havana. A gymari, 4YTo Tbl Bbi3Banacb TPEHNPOBaTb MO0
CECTpY 13 PUHAHCOBbIX COOOPaXKeHMIN. A Tbl, MOXOXE, PELUMNa, YTO st XOUY XEeHUTbCA Ha Tebe. MHe cnefoBano Obl OTKPOBEHHO NMOrOBOPUTL C TOBOW paHbLue,
Korga s 3aMeTun, Kak CTPaHHO Tbl 03uparnachb BOKPYr, BNepBble OYYTUBLUUCH B HallemM gome. Y Tebs Obin BUA YenoBeka, NPUKMAbIBAOLLErO, Kak emy nyudiie
obcTaBuTh cBOE GyayLLee xunuie!

— Henpaspga! — BocknukHyna Katu 1 Totyac xe notynunace. Pogosoe nomectbe ceMbn ®appenn AencTBuTeNbHO NPULLNOCL e no Brycy. Nonas B ben-
nBy[, OHa He CMOrna CKpbITb CBOEro Boctopra. — He cepance Ha MeHs. — OHa BbiIMyunna ynoioky. — loroBopunmcb? TOMBKO HE HYXXHO BpaTb, 4TO 51 Tebe Bce
ewe Hpasnock! A Mory cropsda u yaaputb. Korga BepHeTtca Menucca? — oenosuto cnpocuna oHa.

— B cpeny. A uto?

— OT1nmnyHo! B TakoM cnyvae s HaBelly poantenen, — 6oapo 3assuna Katn n nocnewwmna BbIATU U3 AOMa C ropAo NOAHSITON rofioBow, noka [kek He 3a-
MeTun ee cnes.

Mexay Tem Menucca, He 3HaBLias o paamonske KaTu ¢ ee 6paTom, YyaecHo nposoauna epems B obuiectse Huka. OHm rynsnm no Heto-Mopky, xoaunu
no mMarasvHam, npegasanuce No6oBHBIM urpam. B nx nocnegHuin seyep Huk ¢ rpyCcTHON ynbibKoM BOPYT ckasan:

— MNocne Takoro 6ypHOro oTabIXxa MHE, HABEPHOE, MPUAETCS B3ATb €Lle OANH OTnyck!

— Tbl YeM-TO HeJOBOJIEH? — COHHbIM roflocom crnpocuna Menucca.

— A Tbl KaKk gymaelwb?

Ho B oTBET OH ycnblWwan nuib Tuxoe nocansiBaHne. Huk o6Hsan Menuccy n 3agymarncs. [Nopa yxoauTe ¢ apMmeickorn cryxobl! Tenepb Anst 3Toro ectb
elle ogHa Beckas npuyunHa.

Crapblii 6apoHeT He JaBun Ha Hero, HoO Hyk NoHuman, 4To ToMy, KOHEYHO, TOCKNMBO oAHOMY B ['neHrappu. B cBoe Bpems 6apoHeT NpuMoTUIT HECYACTHO-
ro BOCbMUIIETHErO CUPOTY B CBOEM LUOTNAHACKOM MMeHnn. He caenar oH 3TOro — xu3Hb Huka morna 6bl CNoXMTECA MHaYe 1 Janeko He ny4dMm obpasom.
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Menucce noHpasutcs B [neHrappw, gyman OH, 3TO YyaecHoe MecTo. Huk ¢ BOCXMLLEHMEM NOCMOTPEN Ha ChsLYIo AEBYLLUKY U HeXHO nouernosan. [a,
AecATb neT oTAaHbl apMun, Nopa co3gasaTb CEMbIO.

YTpom, noka Menucca cnana, HuK noTMXOHbKY odencsa u ynoxun B YyemogaH csoum sewn. OH peLlunn exaTb B asponopT oauH. XOTenoCh 3anOMHUTL ee
BOT TaKOW, MUPHO CNsLLEN B NOCTENN.

— MHe nopa, — oH pa3byann ee nouenyem B CaMmbiii MOCNEAHUA MOMEHT Nepes yXOL4OM.

— Huk! — OHa obHsana ero cnpocoHbs. — A Tak Tebsa nobnio!

— Tbl BNepBbIe cka3ana MHe 06 3Tom, — Huk ynbibHyncs. — A y MeHst ons Te6a nogapok! TonbKo yroBop: He OTKpbIBaW, noka st He yeay! — OH nonoxun Ha
CTOSMK CBEPTOK.

— Obewwato!

OHu cHOBa OBHANUCHL, HE B CuMax MPOM3HECTU CroBa NpoLlaHus, 1 HuK Toponnueo BbileN M3 KOMHaTLI, MNOTHO 3aKpbiB ABepb. Menucca Bckoumna ¢
KpoBatu 1 nogbexarna K OkHy, YTOObl MOCMOTPETh, Kak OH ye3xaeT Ha Takcu. Koraa mawmHa ckpbinacb U3 BUAY, OHa rpycTHO B3[OXHYMNa W, BEPHYBLUUCH K
CTONUKY B U3roNoBbE KPOBATU, HaZopBana ynakoBouHy 6ymary. lMpu Buae coaepxumoro cBepTka OHa paspasurachk BECENbIM CMEXOM: TOMbKO Huk Mor Ta-
Koe npugymaTs!

— BarngHu-ka, 4to MHe nogapwn Huk! — BOCKNUKHYNa oHa, BXOAsi B KOMHATY K KaTu HeckonbkMmu Yacamm nosxe. — Bubpatop!

— Mor 6bl 1 MHe caenaTb Takow e MoAapoK, — YyrptomMo ckasana KaTtm, nokocmBluMch Ha [xeka. — No3gpaBnsaio ¢ Bo3BpalleHnem gomon! A 3anucana
Te6s Ha TypHMp B BupoxuHumn, getka! Yepes aBa yaca mbl yeaxaeM. 3aecb Ham 6oriblue HeYero genaTtb.

— OtnuyHo, nongy cobupaTb Bewwm, — ckasana Menucca.

ER, KOHEYHO, XOTENOCb MOCMOTPETb MaT4 C ydacTuem [keka n Arica B MY>KCKMX MapHbIX COPEBHOBaAHUSAX, HO OHa Gnaropa3yMHO npomosyana. XopoLwuo,
yTto KaTn He oTkasanacb 1 ganblue TPeHMpoBaTb ee, XOTH U noccopunack ¢ [xekom, 4to Menucce ctano SCHO € NepBOro Xe B3rnsga Ha Hux. bes Katu oHa
6bl nponana. Ta Bena BCIO JOKYMEHTaLMIO, 3aknioyana KOHTPaKThl U Aaxe caaBana B XMMYMCTKY U npadeydHyto ee oaexay. Katu 3Hana Bcex UrpokoB, C KOTO-
pbiMK BCTpeyanack Menucca Ha kopTax, U MOrfna noAckasaTtb cnabble Mecta NPOTUBHUKOB.

YnakoBaB cyMku, Menucca nerna Ha KpoBaTb M cTana cMoTpeTb Tenesusop. Korga HakoHel HacTynuro Bpems OoTbe3[a, OHa noaxsaTuia CBOW BeLuw,
BbILLIIA U3 CManbHU U, MPOXOAS NO KOPUAOPY, NOCTy4anach B ABepb JKica, YToObl NonpoLwaTbCsa ¢ HUM. Ha cTyk HUKTO He oTo3Bancs. OHa pelumna BonTu 6e3
npurnaLweHus.

— A npuwna ckasaTb “go cenganmsa”... Onl — OHa 3axMypunach. 31C BbILe U3 AYLWEBOW COBEPLUEHHO rOSbIW.

— 3axoau, He cTecHscs, — nogboapun oH ee, obopaydmBas 6egpa nonoTeHueM. — MNpoLaTeCa HYKHO, Kak CneayeT, KPOLUKa.

Menucca packpbina rnasa. ANC SBHO XOTen NopasuTb ee CBOMM 3aropersibiM MyCKYNUCTbIM TEFNOM UM BOSIOCaTON rpyablo.

— Tbl HE NOTOMOK ana4ven! Y HUX Ha Terne BOSoCkl HE pacTyT, — ckazana Menucca.

— A Tbl, KaK 9 BUXY, pa3bvpaellbCcsl B My>X4MHaX, KpoLKa! — yXMbINbHYICA OH. — Y Te6s1 6onbLuon onbIT?

— £ 3Hato TOMbKO OAHO MYXCKOe Teno, — 3aragoyHo npousHecna Menucca.

— TBoW congaTuk yMenbii MoGoBHUK? — SNC NPULLYPUICS.

— Cambin nyywmnn! — 3assmuna Menwucca.

— Kak Tbl MOxelwb 06 aTom cyanTh? Beab Tebe He ¢ KeM CpaBHUTb €ro JOCTOMHCTBA. — QNC YyXMBIMANCS, HAacTynas Ha Hee.

Menwncca nocMoTpena emy B rnasa 1 poOBHbIM CYETOM HMYEro HE MOYyBCTBOBana. A Befb eLle HeJaBHO NMpu Buae obHaxeHHOro Jiica OHa HaBepHsika
ynana 6bl B 06MOpoK OT HannbiBa YyBcTB! W TOnbko pagm Toro, 4Tobbl y6eanTbcsi B 3TOM, OHa He OTMPSAHYNa, Korga OH HarHyncd, 4tobbl ee nouenosaTb.
Menwucca gaxe cama nouenosana ero, YTobbl OKOHYATENBHO YBEPUTLCSA B TOM, UYTO JiiC el 6e3pasnuyeH. [Nouenyi goctaBun e yaA0BONbCTBME, HO AblXaHWe
Yy Hee He nepexsaTuro, U HOrN He MNOAKOCUIUCH, KaK 3TO Cryyanochk, kKorga oHa uernosanacb ¢ Hukom. HeCOMHEHHO, OTHbIHE BC HUYero Ansa Hee He 3Hauun!

HeoxumaaHHO 31ic cam npepBan 3aTAaHYBLUMNCA NOLENyn U ckasan, B3rfsHyB Ha Hee C coXaneHnem:

— lMoxoxe, mosa apyxba c TBoMM GpaToM BO3bIMENa HA MEHS CTpaHHOE BO3JAEWCTBME. Y MEHS Takoe YyBCTBO, YTO S LENyl POoAHYH0 cecTpy. Brnpouem,
MMEHHO MHLEeCTa MHe U He XxBaTaeT ANA NOSHOTbI MOeN KOMMEeKUMM MPEXOBHbIX OLLYLLIEHUA.
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3ameTuB onacHbIn Gneck B ero rnasax, Menucca nonatunacs K ABepW.

— [o ceugaHus, dnc! XKenat Bam ¢ [)KekoM BbiMrpaTh pellatowmim maty!

— Cnacubo, mansiwwka, n npouan! Ecnn tebe noHagobutca Mo NOMOLL — NO3BOHM!

— Xopouo, 51 6yay NOMHUTbL O TBOEM npeanoxeHunmn! A Tbl, OKa3biBaeTCs, HE Tak NIox, kak o Tebe roBopsT.

— boxe, Menucca! He B3gymai Tonbko ckaszaTe KOMy-HUOYyAb 06 aTom! Thl HaBekn 3arybullib Moo penyTauuio!

— Ee Bpaa nu 4T0-TO YKE MOXET UCNOPTUTL, — YCMeXHynacb Menucca.

— Takcu xgeT! — pasgancs ¢ ynuubl Bosrnac Katu.

— Yxe ngy! — oto3Banacb Menucca n cbexana BH13 no nectHuue. — [lo cemaanus, xek! Xouy coobwmuTb Tebe, 4To s BonbLle HE CXOXY C yMa OT Oiica.

— He papynca paHblue BpemeHu, — ckasan [xek. — Hennoxo m3yuuB ero 3a 3Tv rogbl, 8 NpuvLIen K 3aKkmOYeHWHo, YTO OH NogobeH Mansipum: ogHaxabl
noaxesaTuB ee, boneeLlb NOTOM BCHO XWU3Hb.

— MHe 310 He yrpoxaeT! — camoyBepeHHO (bipkHyna Menucca, kpenko obHsna 6paTta n nnoxHynack Ha cuaeHse psgom ¢ Katu.

C obneryeHnem B3OXHYB, [I)xek nomaxan en pykon 1 BEPHYrCcs B JOM.

— KyTHem no cnyyato obpeTeHnsa JonroxaaHHon cBoboabl? — npeanoxmn J1c.

— Tonbko nocre nobeabl B hovHaNbHOM MaTtye, — oTpesan [xek.

— Yrosopun. Ho obeLuaii, 4TO Mbl HANLEMCS U MpUBEAEM AEBYOHOK B N0OOM criyyae, faxe ecnv npovrpaem! — He yHuUmancs 31c.

— O'ken! — cornacuncsa [xek.

Taraea 3

Menucca n Katn, pasbesxasa B4oBoeM rno Bcen AMepuke, BHOBb C rOfIOBOV OKYHYNNCb B BOAOBOPOT TPEHUPOBOK M MOKasaTebHbIX BbICTYNNEeHUN. XecT-
Kasi KOHKYpeHLMSA B NpoeccuoHansHoOM TEHHUCE BbiHYXAana ux obbeAMHATL CBOU YCUIMSA paau rnasHou Lenu — ycnexa Menwncebl. Katu crapanack 3abbiTh
0 pa3spbiBe C [>kekoMm, LLeNIMKOM OTAaBLUMCE 3a00TaM O CBOEW yYeHMLE.

Ycnexm Menuccel CTaHOBMNUCH Bce 3ameTHee. Pocnu He TONbKO NpM30Bble CYMMbl, HO U KBanMUKaLMOHHbIE Dannbl, BblAaBaeMbl€ KOMMbIOTEPOM MO
pe3ynbTaTtam copeBHoBaHuN. OHa Bce valle nobexgana 6ornee onbITHbIX COMEPHNL,, U BCTPEYA C HEWN Ha KOPTE yXKe He Cynumna KOHKYPEeHTKaM HUYEro Xopo-
wero.

B Hauane nekabpsi Menucca Bowina B COTHHO CUMbHENLLUMX TEHHUCUCTOK. KaTu pagoBanack 3a Hee Tak xe 6ypHO, Kak B CBoe BpeMmsi — 3a cebs. B napHbIx
MaT4ax OHW urpanu BMecTe Bce pexe, Menncca Hayana conmxaTbCa ¢ HOBOW HanapHuuen — J1anson PeHyuk. OTOT anbsiHe obelan ObiTe NNOAOTBOPHLIM.

Hesaponro no PoxaecTBa, nocre yCnewHoro BeICTYMNEHUs B NocnegHeM TypHUpe, OHa No3BoHUNa Huky B meHrappu — MecTto ero nocTosiHHoro obuta-
HUA nocne yxoga 13 apMun — 1 Nonyvmna npurnaweHve Ha kaHvkynoel B LoTtnaHgumto.

— Korga Tbl cmoxellb npuneteTb? — cnpocunn Huk.

— Bce Oymet 3aBuceTb OT TOro, BbiMIpako nv s 3aBTpaLUHWUA MaTdy, — oTBeTUna Menucca. — U ewe: go Bbineta B LoTtnaHamto s cobmpatocb HaBeECTUTb
poautenen B benneyge.

— Coo6Lwwum MHe HoMep CBOero pelica, a1 Tebs BcTpedy! YepToBcku no Tebe cockyuuncs, goporas!

— W a no tebe Toxe, — B3goxHyna Menucca.

— Mo nogapok MeHs He 3amMeHseT? — B LWyTKy cnpocun Huk.

— lMoka He 3Hato, ewe He onpoboBana, — paccmesinace Menucca. — A XuBy B ogHON kKOMHaTe ¢ KaTu.

— OHa cenyac psaom? — OXXMBUIICS OH.

— Hert, — oTBeTMNa oHa, He ynoBMB KOBApCTBa B €ro Bonpoce.

— A yTo Ha Tebe HapeTo?

— Xanar, s IpsiMO U3 BaHHOMW.
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— CHUMHM ero v nsar B NocTernb, — TUXO cka3an Huk, nepexoas Ha BKpaguvBbIn U AOBEpPUTENbHBIN TOH cobnasHutens. Menucca ncnonHuna ero npocLoy,
NMOYyBCTBOBAB, KaK HanpsAratTCs COCKM rpyaen. To OT XONOAHOro Bo3ayxa, peLunna oHa.

—Tenepb 3akpoi rnasa u npeacTaBb, YTO 51 ¢ TOGON, — xpunno ckasan Huk. — A npukacatoch k Tebe, nbumas, rnaxy TBOM COKPOBEHHbIE MecTa. Tebe
XOpOoLLo?

— He Tak, kak ¢ Tobon, Mnnelii. Hagerocs, HUKTO U3 NepcoHarna rocTUHWLbI Hac He NOACMYLUMBAET, — XMXUKHYMa OHa, yAUBMEHHAs TEM, YTO NULUb OAMH
TONbKO ronoc Huka cmor Tak Bo3byauTh ee...

— OTAOXHM, MOSI MPenecTb, NOCne NOoMyYeHHOro yaoBonbCcTeus. [1o ckopon Bctpeyn!

— Uenyto, — TMX0 oTo3Banach oHa.

Menwncca okasanacb npaea: Ux pasroBop AENCTBATENBHO noAacnywmsancs. Ho He paboTHukamu oTens, a Wennoi: oHa cnyvanHo nogHsana Tpybky, yTo-
Obl NO3BOHUTL, U HE MOSOXWIAa ee OO0 OKOHYaHMS UHTUMHOW Oeceabl Huka n ero Bo3ntoGneHHon. Yxoa Huka 3 apMmm BOCKpeCUn ee MpEeXxHIon Hagexay
BbINTW 32 HEro 3aMy>, HO BCE ee MeuTbl TeNepb pPa3Besnmchb, U, COBEPLLUEHHO YTpaTUB CaMOKOHTPOIb, OHa B ApOCTU BOpBanach B ero KoMHaTy.

— A Bce cnblwana! — 3aoparna oHa, bpbi3ka cnioHon. — Kakasi ragocTtb! Kakori nosop!

— MNoxoxe, Tebe nopa noabickaTe cebe nboBHUKA, LLenna! — HeBo3aMyTUMO cka3an Huk.

— AX, Tak! — BOCKMMKHYNa OHa, OKOHYaTeNbHO BbIBEAEHHAst U3 cebsa aTm 6GpaTckum coBeToM. — [1a kak Tbl MOT MPeAnoYvYecTb MHe 3Ty... 3Ty...

— Monerye! — npegynpeann Huk, HaxvypmBlnCh. — Beibupan BeipaxeHus, Lenna. A noHumato, 4To Thl HAAEeSANacb HalTU B MOEM nuue 3ameHy Poypu.
Ho Tbl owmbanace! Y MeHsa nHble HamepeHus. Menucca Bckope npuefeT coa, U Thl OKaXellb el pagyLlHbIA Npuem, He Tak Nn? — Ero Bonpoc npossy4arn,
Kak npukas.

— EcrectBeHHO, 51 Beab yMelo ObITb FOCTENPUUMHON XO35MKOW, — XOrnoaHo otBeTuna LWenna, ¢ Tpygom obpeTsa camoobnagaHue. — A BbIAENHO e/ KOMHa-
Ty B YrnoBoWn balluHe: OTTyAa OTKpbIBAaETCA YyAECHbIN BUA!

— He cmewm mens, ymonsio! OHa 6yaeT cnaTe CO MHOW, — HEBO3MYTUMO cka3an Huk. — A Tenepb 9 xoTen 6bl 0CTaTbCA OOUH.

LLlenna BbickouMna B KOpMAOP, 3ax/10MHyB 3a cobon ABepb, U HMK 0BneryeHHo B3JOXHY M.

— OTtnunynas urpa! — noxsanuna Katn Menuccy. — B cnepgytowem Type t1ebe npeactomt BcTpeTutbes ¢ Jlioumein KoHtn. He 6yab Yepecyyp camoHagesiH-
Ha. XoTa Tbl 1 nobeauna ee Toraa, B bekHeme, Ho...

— 4 3Hato, Ha TpaBsAHOM KopTe OHa urpaet crnabee, — nepebuna ee Menucca. — Tenepb MHE NpMAETCS NOMNOTETh.

— [leno Obino He TONbKO B MOKPLITUM NNOLWaAKK, — ckasana KaTtn. — B Houb nepeq MmaTtdem J1UC NOAMWI € B COK BOOKMW.

— Yrto? — BbITapawunace Ha Hee Menucca. — A 9-To pagoBanace nobdeae Hapa Hell! — OHa OropYeHHO Nokayana ronoBow, YApy4YeHHas yCrblLUaHHbIM.

JTioumnsa xxaxgana peBaHLua 3a cBoe nopaxeHue. K ToMy e B cnyyae HOBOW Nobeabl loHast aHrnmyaHka He Tonbko obpeTana 6onee BbICOKMN PENTUHT, HO
M nonyyana Hemnmoxue LWaHCbl NpuBneYb k cebe BHUMaHue CNoHCOPOB, 0 CUX NOP GraroCKNOHHbIX K O4apoBaTEeNbHOM UTaNbsHKE.

AHanms urpbl Menunccbl cnoco6cTBoBan BbipaboTke ONTUMAarnbHOW TakTUKK npeacTosiwen BcTpedn. Hagexabl TpeHepa Jliounn onpasBganumck: NpoTMBO-
MOCTaBMB U3OLLPEHHYIO TEXHUKY MOLLHOW NoJaye 1 3ayvyeHHbIM yaapoM ABYMS pykamu crieBa, Jlloums, nocne ynopHowm 60pb0bl B Tpex cetax, ogepxana xe-
naHHyto nobeny.

— Tl cerogHAa NpekpacHo urpana, — CHUCXoAMTENbHO noxeanuna oHa Menuccy, noxumas en pyky Yyepes CeTky.

Menwncca ynbibHynach e B OTBeT, YyBCTBYsl cebsa oT4acTh BUHOBATON B ee nopaxeHuun B bekHeme, noxenana yaaum B AanbHENLLMX BCTpeYax 1 nowuna
B pa3aesarky. [ina Hee TypHUP 3aKOHYMIICS, MOXHO ObINo OTNPaBNATLCS HA POXOECTBEHCKME KaHUKYINbl B AHINu. [1Be Hegenu oHa He BO3bMET B PyKU pa-
keTky! Ypal

KaTn cobupanack octaThbes Ha npasaHvkn B Hito-Mopke. Ixek yneten B KOxHyto AdpurKy, MeCToHaxoxaeHne Jiica AepXanoch B CTPOroOM cekpeTe oT
BCEX: NOX0oXe ObINo, YTo OH 3aBen cebe HoByO NTalky. Menucce 0o BCcero aToro He GbINO Aena: oHa rpeauna NpeacTosLe BcTpedern ¢ Hukom.

B asponopTy “NaTtyuK’ ee BcTpeTuna Posa.

— Kak 51 paga cHoBa T1e651 BuaeTh, goporasi! — BOCKIUMKHYNa oHa, obHMMas goyb. — Tl noxygena! MHoro paboTtaewwb?
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— [a, s no4Tn Ha rpaHu cpbiBa, Nopa OTAOXHYTb, — Npu3Hanace Menucca, cneays 3a MaTepblo K aBTOCTOsIHKE. — Boxe, kak xonoaHo! — 396ko noexunach
OHa. — Huk ckazan MHe, 4TO Tbl Kyfa-To ye3xaelwb Ha PoxgecTso?

— [a, — HepBHO kuBHYna Po3a, Ho Menucca, yTomneHHasi noneTom, He obpaTuna BHUMaHUs Ha ee Yyepec4dyp BO30YyxaeHHOoe cocTosiHMe . — O4eHb MUMNo ¢
ero CTOPOHbI NMpUrnacuTb MeHs B [TNeHrappu, HO S y)xe HaMmeTuna apyrne nnaxbl... Xo4ellb, caMma CecTb 3a pyfb? — CMEeHuna oHa Temy.

— Hert, 9 oTBbIKNa OT aHrMMNUCKNX Jopor, — ckaszana Menucca, ycaxxuBasiCb Ha MeCTo ANns naccaxupa.

HeckonbKo 4acoB, KOTOPbIE OHM eLLe NPOBENN BMecTe, 00e roBopunn 6e3 ymornky. Po3e XxoTenoch ycnbiwaTb, Kak xunocb Menucce B Amepuke, a Me-
nucce — y3HaTb MeCTHble crnneTHu. NMocne AnMTenbHOro OTCYTCTBMSA OHa YyBCTBOBAama, YTO COCKy4MNnach Mo NPOBMHLMANBLHOM XU3HW, HEKOrAa Kas3aBlUencs
e HeBblIHOCUMO CKy4yHoW. Monroga ctpaHcTeui no CLUA namotanm ee 0o Takon CTENeHW, YTO OHa MCKPEHHe pagoBanacb BCTpeye C pOAHbIM AOMOM, CTEHbI
KOTOPOro, Kak el COBCEM HeJaBHO NPeACTaBNANoCb, MOrnM O4HUM MKLIb CBOMM BUAOM BBEPrHYTb NOGOro B yHbIHME. Tenepb e poLoBOE NOMECTbE CYNumo
YIOT 1 NOKOW, BbIrMSAAENO XeNaHHbIM MECTOM, FAe MOXHO yBUAETb 3HAaKOMble nuua.

O3Hren, npMcoeanHMBLLNIACS K XXEHLLUMHAM 32 00eieHHbIM CTONOM, Nokasarnca Menuncce o4eHb ycTanbliM U OCYHYBLUMMCS.

— OH 3g0poB, — ycnokouna ee Po3a, — HO y Hero kakme-To (puHaHcoBble 3aTpyAHeHUs. Bnpoyem, OH HageeTca Ux B CKOPOM BPEMEHU UCTIPaBUTDL: KaxeT-
cs, OH npoaan ase epMbl, YTOObI pacnnaTUTbCa C JONTaMu. ..

— [xek B kypce aTux npobnem? — Haxmypunacb Menucca.

— HeT, n He HyxHO ero BonHoBaTb, Aoporas! — nocneLwHo cka3ana Po3sa. — TBow oTeL, CNNLLIKOM ropA, YTobObl B3SiTb AEHBLIM Y CbiHA, OH CKOpee npeanoy-
TeT cTaTb 6aHkpoToM. ObeLan, 4YTo Thl HUYErO He pacckaxellb 06 aTom GpaTy, munas!

— Xopouuo, obeLato, — HEOXOTHO ckasana Menwucca.

OHa yxe 3akasana ouneT Ha yTpeHHU pelic 0o dauHbypra n coobwmna no tenedoHy Huky Bpems cBoero npubeitns. MNpaBga, He eMy camoMmy, a Ka-
KOW-TO XEHLUMHe, BUOMMO, ero 9KOHOMKE.

MpoxaaB Huka B asponopTy 6onblue Yaca, Menuvcca nowwuna nckatb TakcUcTa, KOTopbIA cornacuncs bl 4oBe3Tn ee fo [TneHrappw.

CeneHue okazanocb 6onblue, YeM OHa npepjnonarana, ¢ roCTUHULEW, HECKOMNBKMMU MarasvHamy 1 AByMS NMMBHbIMKU Gapamu. C 0OHON CTOPOHbI AONUHY
0obpamnanu NUKK rop, Ha camol BNMXKHEN U3 KOTOPbIX BbICUIMCL PYWMHbI PEBHErO 3aMKa, C APYroin noanmpano 03epo Co ckanucTbiMy b6eperamu.

Bcskuin pas, koraa BogvTenb NPUTOPMamBar, YToObl CNPOCUThL, Kak eMy mnydlle npoexaTb K momecTbio TneHrappuy, Menncca exvnnacbk Ha 3agHeM cuae-
Hbe OT NeAsiHOro BeTpa, BOPBABLUEroCcs B OKOLUKO. 34echb, Ha ceBepe, ObINo 3aMeTHO XOonofHee, YeM B AHrnuu. HakoHel, Takcy OCTaHOBUMOCH HanpoTuB
GOnbLIOro CEpOro TPEX3TAXKHOIO 3AaHUS B BUKTOPUAHCKOM CTUNE, YEANHMBLLIErOCA Ha 03€pOM B HEKOTOPOM OTAANEHMM OT OPYrUX CTPOEHUIA.

— Menuccal — oknukHyn ee Huk, Bbllewmnii B 3TOT MOMEHT u3-3a yrna goma. — Kakon vygecHein ctopnpus! Ho noyemy Tbl Bce-Takm He npeaynpeavna
MEeHS 0 cBOeM npuesge no TenedoHy?

— 4 3BoHMMNa Tebe BYEpa, HO 3TO yXKe He UrpaeT ponu, — OTBETUIA OHA, YTKHYBLUMCH MNULIOM B €ro nreyo.

— CtpaHHo! Ho nownu ckopee B AOM, Tbl 3aMepana, Manbiwka! A paccuntarocb ¢ BoguteneM. — PacnaxHyB nepej Hel ABepb, OH MNOATOSKHYM ee B Or-
POMHbIV XONM, OBLUNTBIA TEMHBIM AEPEBOM, U KpUkHYIN: — LWewnna! Marru!

B >keHLmHax, ToTyac e nosABUBLUMXCA Ha ero 308, Menncca y3Hana BgoBy Poypu 1 3KOHOMKY, HAHUMBLLYIO Huka 1 ero KyseHa ¢ geTcTBa A0 HOHbIX feT:
nX nvua oHa Buaena Ha oTtorpadumsx, KoTopble nokasbiBana en [xeccuka. Huk npeactaBum UM rocTblo.

lMocne uHuMaeHTa B NOHOOHCKOW kBapTupe Menucca dyBcTBoBana cebs nepep LLernoi Heckonbko HeNoBKko: Huk He npeaynpeaun ee, 4to Baoea Poypu
OyneT npasgHoBaTh PoXaecTBO BMECTE C HUMU, a caMa OHa 06 3TOM Kak-TO U He nogymana.

— Buepa Menucca 3BoHMNa ciofa, — ¢ ykopoM 3ameTun Huk, nepeBoas ocyxgatowmii Barnsag ¢ Lelnbl Ha a3koHOMKY. — Ho MHe 06 3ToM He ckasanu.

— Ax, gal — npukpbina poT nagowkon Wewnna. — A Bce nepenytana! MNogymana, 4To Bbl NpUneTuTe TOSbKO 3aBTpal

Menucca noHsina, YTo 3TO OTroBOpPKa, HO MpoMonYana.

Huk nowen 3abupaTe u3 Takcu ee HGarax. BepHyBLUMCE, OH NMOAHANCA C YeMOoJaHaMun B pykax BBEPX MO LUMPOKOW necTHuue. Menucca cneposana 3a
HUM.

— 30ecb Mbl 6yaeM xuTb, — 06 BSBUMN OH, HOTOM OTKPbIBAasi ABEPb B CBOK KOMHATY.
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— A Tak ycrana, — noxanosanacbk oHa. — O6HMMK MeHs, Huk!

OH, yceBLINCb B KPEeCrno nepea KaMMHOM, B KOTOPOM ropen OroHb, MPUBMEK ee K cebe Ha KOMEeHW U CTarn HeXHO rMmaanTb No CNnHe, Lienys en rnasa, yLm
n weto. CorpeTas TeNnom, UCXOASLIMM OT NOTPECKMBAKOLLUX NONEeHbEB, Menucca ycnokomnachk u, B3rnsHyB Ha Huka, yneiGHynacs emy.

— Tbl cUNbHO NoxyAena, — ckasan OH, pasgeBas ee. — Huuero, Tenepb s cTaHy o Tebe 3ab6oTuThbes, NO60BL MOS!

Ona nouenosana ero B rybbl, 1 OH NOBanumn ee Ha KOBEp.

YTOnuB CTpacTb, OHW NEPEMECTUNUCE Ha LUMPOKYIO KpOBaTb.

EnBa 3abpaswmce nog ogeano, Menucca ycHyna, a Huk Bctan 1, NOTUXOHBbKY OAEBLUMCH, Bbillen U3 KOMHaTbl. CrycTs HEKOTOpPOE BPEMS OH MPUHEC Ha
nogHoce yxuH. Menucca, ocsexxeHHas KOPOTKUM CHOM, Cbena BCe A0 NocreaHen KPOLUKU.

— KaTu 661 MeHs ybuna, ecnn Obl yBuaena cendvac, — Aoeaas LWoKonaaHbIn AecepT, BOCKIMKHYNa OHa.

— [a, n3 Hee BblweN 6bl OTNNYHBLIN HAACMOTPLUMK Ha XIOMKOBOW NiaHTaumm, — ckazan Huk, OCTOPOXXHO KacasiCb nanbLamMu CMHUX TeHen y Menuccbl nog
rnasamu. — Kak Bbl C HER yxmBaeTech?

— HopmanbHo. Ho nHorga Ham TpebyeTtcs oTOOXHYTb APYr OT Apyra, — Hanueas cebe kodpe, oTBeTMna Menucca. — B aTom gome BceM roctam nogatot
Y)KWH B NnocTernb?

— Opyrux rocten noka HeT, Tbl NepBasi, — ynbibHyncs Huk.

— A Wenna?

— OHa He rocTbs, 3TO ee A0M.

— OHa 38ecb NOCTOAHHO XMBeT? — yameunace Menucca.

— PasymeeTcs! C Tex nop, Kak Bbilna 3amyx 3a Poypw.

— Ho Beab oH gaBHO ymep! Tak 3To BCe-Takn ee JOM UInun HeT?

— Oom npuHagnexuT CTapyky U NOCne ero KOHYMHbI CTaHET MOWM, — nosicHun Huk. — MHe kaxeTcs, uTto LWenna xuBeT 3geck no npocbbe GapoHeTa: OH
MPUBbLIK K HEW.

— A TbI?

— He mory xe 4 BbICTaBuTb €€, BOH!

— A noyemy 6bl 1 HET? Tenepsb, kKorga B JOME MOCTOSIHHO XUBELWb Thl, CTapuKy yXKe He Tak OAMHOKO, Kak paHblue. Tebe Obl NoHpaBunock, ecnu Obl B MO-
eM JoMe oOuMTan NOCTOPOHHUA MYXXYMHA?

— 3amonuum cenvac xe! — npukasan en Huk 1, nouenosas, CAEPHYN € Hee ogesAno. NogHoC ¢ rPOXOTOM ynan Ha MoJl, HO OHM 3TOro aXe He 3aMeTUmu.

Mepepg BcTpeyen ¢ nopgom Ayrnacom JleHHokcom Menncca cunbHO BONHOBanach.

— 3TO HUYEro, YTO A B IXKMHCAX? — CNpocura oHa, 36K0 NoBOAs MreYamm OT 03HODa, XOTS Ha HEN U BbINo HaaeTo, MOMUMO AXMHCOB, eLlle MHOroO Yero —
TPUKO, HOCKM, CamnoOXKKW, BOAOa3ka 1 Xuner.

— Tbl OTANYHO BbIrNAAULb, — YCnokoun ee Huk n neroHeko noctyyan B Asepb. — Bl 3aeck, agaa? A npueen k Bam Menuccy!

— lNycTb BONAET! — PSABKHYN rNyXoBaTbl rOsoc.

Menwncca pobko BoLuna B 3any criefom 3a Hukom. Ctapudka, cuasiliero B Kpecne Ha Korecukax, oHa ToTyac e y3Hana — no cotorpadmsim u3 cemMeinHo-
ro ansboma [xeccukn, pasymeetcs. o cekpeTy Ta noBedana e, Yto 6apoHeT BrnosiHe cnocobeH nepensuraTbCsa U Ha CBOMX ABOWX, HO MWLIb NPX NOMOLLN
KOCTbINieNn, NOSTOMY NpeanoynTaeT KaTarnky.

— 3apascTBynTe, C3p! — ckaszana Menwucca, NpoTarMBasa eMy pyky.

PykonoxaTtue [lyrnaca JleHHoKkca okasanocb AOBOMbHO Kpenknm. 3aMeTuB, YTO €ro cepble rrasa paccmaTpyBaloT ee CTOMb e NpUcTanbHo, Kak 1 rnasa
Huvka, oHa HeBOMbHO ynbIGHYnace.

— Bbl kpacuBbl, 3TO TOYHO, — yOOBNETBOPEHHO cka3an GapoHeT, cnerka kuBHyB. OH NpoBeNn ManeHbKkoe YacTHOe paccrnefoBaHue u y3Har, 4to Menucca
NpPONCXoauT N3 AOCTONHOM ceMbMW. BHELWHOCTb n30paHHULbI €ro HacnegHWka opaa ToXXe He pa3ovapoBarna.

— 4 cnblwan, Bbl UrpaeTe B TEHHUC, — U3Jarieka Hayan OH, HO MOTOM peLunn cpasy Xe nepenTtu k geny: — Bel xoTute ctaTth nean JIeHHOKC?
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— 370 NpeanoxeHne? — cnpocuna Menucca.

Ctapu4ok pacxoxoTancs.

— Hy, 6yab 9 neT Ha NATbLAECAT MONOXe, Toraa...

— Torgas Bei3Ban 6bl Bac Ha ayank, Aaaa! — BOCKNUKHYN Huk.

— W 6bin 661 abcontoTHO Npas, MOV Marnb4ymK

LLenna, 3aTamBlasica B KOpUAope 3a ABEPbO, HE MOrna pacchbilaTe CroB, HO Mo obLeMy TOHY ronocoB Joraganack, YTo 6ecefa npoTekaeT B cep-
AeyvHom ayxe. He cymeB no6opoTh MobOMNbLITCTBO M PEBHOCTL, OHa 6e3 CTyka BopBanach B KOMHATY.

— N3BuHMTE, 4... A HE OXMaana BCTPETUTL 34eCb Takoe 06LecTBO. Bbl xopowwo Beicnanuck, Menuvcca?

— [a, npeacraBbTe cebe! HakoHel-To MHe 3TO yganoch, — otBeTuna Menucca.

Huk packawnancst, 4Tobbl He NPbICHYTb CO CMEXY.

YnoBuB HepBO3HOCTb LLlernbl, cTapbii nopa, YyTh 3aMeTHO yrnbIGHYNCS: ax, MONoAoCTb, Tebs He BepHelb! Huk, okasbiBaeTcs, BNUM B AOBOMbHO-TaKM
NMUKaHTHYI0 UCTOPUIO, EMY MOXHO MKLLb N03aBnaoBaTh...

— lNMoyemy 6bl Tebe He nokasaTb rocTbe [MeHrappu U He NMO3HAKOMWUTbL ee C APYrMMU ero obutaTenamm? — cnpocun oH, rmsaas Ha LWenny. — PaHo nnu
NO34HO OHa CTaHEeT 34eCb XO3SANKOW.

— Bbl cTapbin npokasHuk, asawwkal — WwyTnnmeo Haxmypuncsa Huk.

— B moem Bo3pacTte 4enoBeKy OCTaeTCs He TakK yXX MU MHOrO y4OBOMbCTBUW, — cka3an 6apoHeT. — U nerkasi wyTtka — 04HO 13 Hux. 3abasHo noHabnoaaThb,
Kak nuca xo3siiHU4aeT B KypATHUKe, Hanpumep. Tak yto Tebe HyxHo, LLenina?

OH pa3BepHyJica BMECTE C KpecrnoM-KaTankon 1 KpyTaHyn koneca, Haeaxas Ha Lenny. Tak nu yk oH 611arocknoHeH K Hel, kak gymaeT HUK? — MenbKHy-
nay Menucchbl Mbicnb. MoxeT, oHa 6onbLue MNoHNpyeT camomMy Huky?

BoeipaxeHue nuua Menunccsl 6e3 cnoB noackasano emy, YTo Y Hee Ha yme, HO OH Braropa3ymMHO NpoMonyan: ecnv peBHOCTbL DyaeT cnocobCcTBOBaThL ee
peLueHunto 6pocnTb NPodeccroHanbHbIN CNOPT U BEINTK 3@ HETO 3aMyX, TO 3a4eM Xe roBOpUTb NULLHee?

Bpemsa neteno crpemmntensHo: Bckope Menuccy y3Han Becb nocenok. Bmecte ¢ Hnukom oHu kaxgoe ytpo 6eranu Tpycuom, nnasanu B 6acceriHe 1 pas-
MUHanNuchL B cropT3ane.

— Mouemy Obl TeGe He NpeBpaTUTb 3TOT 3aMOK B OTENL? — OAHaxabl cnpocuna y Huka Menucca nocne TpeHnpoBku. — OT TypucToB He b6bino 6bl oT6OS:
3[1€Cb XXUBOMUCHbIE OKPECTHOCTU, YyAeCHble ropbl, 03epo, OyATO crneumnanbHO co3aaHHoe Ans pbiboNoBOB-CMNOPTCMEHOB. A ellle MOXHO MOCTPOUTb KOPThI U
nnowagku angd ronsga.

— Hennoxas nges, — ckasan Huk. — Tonbko NpmMaeTca HEMHOMO NOJOXAaTh C €e OCYLLIECTBIEHNEM.

— lMoHumato, — kmBHyna Menucca.

Moka »xue Ctapuk, Huk He BnpaBe pacnopsikaTtbcsi B [neHrappw. He xaneeT nu oH, YTo ywen B oTcTaBky? 1 BoobLe cyacTnmB N OH B 3TOM 3amke? EN
ObINO ACHO, YTO ANsi NOMHOMO CYACTbsl MY HE XBaTaeT TOMNbKO €e Cornacus craTb ero Cynpyron. Toro oxuaany oT Hee 1 Apyrue XUTenu nocernka, u crapbii
6apoHeT. Ho oHa Bce ele konebanack, He peLlasicb pacctaTbCs CO CMOPTOM.

PoxpectBeHckum yTpom Huk pa3byamn Menuccy, noTpscs y Hee Haf, yXOM KOPOOOUYKOM C MO4aPKOM.

— MNosgpasnsio, goporas! — Bpy4nn oH e QyTnsap, B KOTOPOM fexaro 30510Toe KOfbLO ¢ candupom 1 6punnmaHTamm.

— Kakas npenectb! — nobysack Urpon KamHeln Ha cBeTy, BOCKINMKHyna Menucca, He peluascs NpUMepuTb NO4APOK.

— Hocm ero noka Ha npaBon pyke, — yrafaB ee COCTOsiHMe, cka3an Huk u Hagen Koneuko Ha ee cpedHuin naneu. — Tebe pewaTb, KOrga HayaTe HOCUTb
€ro Ha NneBon pyke.

— 4 1eb5 oboxato, Huk! — o6GHsina oHa ero, TPOHyTas Kak MpUSATHBIM CIOPMNPU30M, TaK U TAKTUYHOCTBIO. — Y MEHs1 Ans Tebs ToXe Koe-4To npunaceHo!

Menwncca Beibpanack 13-noa ogesna u gocrana Taxenyo 60onbLuy KOPoOKy, KOTOPYO MoMy4yuna no novrte Tpu OHA TOMy Hasad. PacnakoBaB ee, Huk
N3BreK 13 silmMyka obpaMneHHbI XONCT: € Hero ynblbanack emy Menuvcca, 3aJOpHO U YyTOYKY NyKaBgo.
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— MycTb 9TOT NOpPTPET HanoMmMHaeT Tebe 000 MHe B MOe OTCYyTCTBME, — Ckasarna oHa.— Tebe HpaBuTcA? OTO HapucoBas MyX OOHOM MOEW 3HaKOMOW
CMOPTCMEHKMN, OH XYA0XHUK.

— Xopouwas paboTa, — ckazan Huk. — MHe HpaBuTcs.

OH nosecun nopTpeT Menuccebl Ha CTeHY Haj KpoBaTbHoO.

— To, uTO HYXHO: Tenepb Tbl Bcerga 6yaellb B Moewn cnanbHe! Ho ceiyac y MmeHs ecTb opurnHan... — OH 3abpancs B noctenb n obHan Menuccy. — [o
3aBTpaka y Hac ecTb eLle Bpems...

K 3aBTpaky OHUW, pasymeeTcs, onosganu, Crnyru yxe ybupanu co ctona, Korga oHu Crnyctunucb. HMK nonpocun CBexux rpeHok ¢ kode: nx oboux ato
BMOJIHE YCTpamMBarno, OHN HACbITUNUCE NMOGOBbLIO.

YT06bl 4OCTaBUTL YAOBONBLCTBME BApOHETY, OHU NOLUMN B LIEPKOBb Ha Cryx0y, NOTOM BepHYNunck oMoN. Mocrne nerkoro neHya HuK 3aHsancst npuroTos-
neHVsMN K BeYepHeMy cemenHomy TopxecTBy. Lllelina 3actana ero Bo3ne cTona, Korga OH NepectaBnsAn KapToukM C UMEHAMW MPUrMNaLLEHHbIX Tak, YTOObI
oHU ¢ Menwnccon cngenn 3a Y>KMHOM PSaoM.

— He cmen Huyero TporaTe! — 3akpuyana oHa, efBa He BbIPOHUB 13 pyK Bady C po3amu. — A Tak ctapanachb!

— A BUXYy, Tbl X0Tena ycaantb Menuccy psaom ¢ 3Tum ctapbiM 3aHyaon KapmarknomM. OH 3amy4daeT ee nowsibiMU aHekaoTaMum U, BbIMUB NULLHIOK PIOM-
Ky, HAYHET nanaTb Noj CTonoM. 3Hat g 3Toro Tpyxnssoro 6abHuKa, OH ToNbKoO BO3ayx cnocobeH noptutk! Menucca 6ypeTt cnaetb psgomM co MHOW! — peLun-
TenbHO 3aaBun Huk 1 Bbiwen 13 3anbl.

Menwucca TwaTensHO npuyecanack 1 ogenach kK cTony, xenas yroantbs Huky n Ctapuky, HO Kpy>eBHOe KpeMOBOe MnnaTtbe ¢ 60mnbLUMM Bbipe3oM criepeam
N C3a4M HECKOMbKO CTapuno ee, X0Ta U CMOTPEeroCh AOBOSIbHO MUMO B COYETAHMM C KOMNbE U3 Xemuyyra.

— Tbl oyapoBaTenbHal — Lenys ee rofnoe nnevo, ckasan Huk 1, B3sB ee 3a pyky, NoBes No necTHuue BHU3 BCTpeYvaTb rocTen.

Menwncca ctapanacb 3anoMHUTbL UMEHa BCeX NPUOLIBLLMX Ha 3BaHbIA YXXMH K 6apoHeTy. [0CTh 3ackinanm ee caMmbiMM pasHbIMU BOMpocamu, B OOMbLUNH-
cTBE CBOEM DaHanbHbIMK U FYMbIMK, O TEHHKCE U ee TypHe. Ocobo oTnMumnnace mucemc Panaann.

— [0BOpSAT, 4YTO BCE CNOPTCMEHKN — NECOUNSIHKN, — HAarHyBLUWCb HaZ, CTOJNIOM, TPOMKMM LLEMOTOM ckasana oHa. — A 6bl nobosinack 3alTh C KEM-TO U3 HUX B
AyLeBYIo.

— £ Bbl TOXE HE PUCKHYMA, C TakoW-TO PUrYpon, pa3aeTbCs Ha Nasx, — TMXo ckasana Menucca Huky.

— UTo Bbl ckazann? A He paccnblwana! — He yHMManach ctapas gypa. — Tak nodemy e ClOPTCMEHKM CKMOHHbI K M3BpaLleHnsamMm?

— MHe kaxeTcs, 4TO Janeko He Bce, — oTBeTMna Menucca. — BO3MOXHO, OHM MPOCTO HE CYUTaIOT HY>KHbIM CKpbIBaTb CBOKO CEKCyaribHOCTb. A B MPOLIEHT-
HOM OTHOLLEHUWN CTOPOHHWKOB OJHOMOINON N0OBU Cpeai TEHHUCMCTOK He Bonblue, Yem, HanpuMep, Cpeamv NPUCYTCTBYIOLLNX 32 3TUM CTOIOM.

Huk nonepxHyncs, HacTynuna ToMuTenbHas TULLMHA, HAKOHEL, KTO-TO coobpasnn CMeHUTb Temy, 3aBes pas3roBop O 3aBTpalLHen oxoTe Ha nuc. Bce
obneryeHHoO B3OOXHYMMW.

— KaxeTcs, a cpasvna ee Hanosan, — npowenTtana Menucca.

— A, N0-MO€eMy, Tbl X04eLlb, YTOObI MEHst XBaTuUN yaap, — Beinanun Huk. — Begu cebs npunuyHo!

Menucca yTkHynacb B Tapenky 1 ctana pacTepsiHHO KOBbIPATLCA B HeW BUMkKon. Nouvysas pasnag mexay Humu, Lenna MHorosHaumMTenbHO nocMmoTpena
Ha cBOto nogpyry N3abenny.

— Tak Bbl, AOMXKHO ObITh, cecTpa [xeka ®appenna! — BOCKNMKHyna Ta. — W kak xe 310 9 cpa3y He goraganacs!

— Bbl npaBebl, — ynbibHynace Menucca.

— # Bugena ero BbICTyNneHne B Y MMONAOHCKOM TypHUPE napy neT ToMy Hasag, — npogorkana Msabenna. — OH urpan 3amevaTensHo. Ho mHe bornblue
noHpaBuncsa ero napTHep, Anc OenaHn.

— Bbl 4OMXHBI NOMHUTL 3TO MMSA, Aeaylika!l — MOMeHTanbLHO noaxsaTtvna LWenna. — [xxeccrka TonbKO 0 HeM 1 rosopuna. OH NOTOMOK anayewn, Bceraa B
LieHTpe BHUMaHWSA raseT. [[0BOPSAT, OH XYTKUiA cepALeen u KoBapHbIn obMaHLWwuK. [xeccrka oT Hero 6e3 yma...

— 4 Toxe nm yBnekanacb, — BctaBuna Menwucca, pelums, 4YTO nydwias 3awmuTa — 3To HanageHue.

— Bbl ¢ HUM, AOMXKHO BbITh, 6nM3KkMe ApY3bA? — MHOrO3HaYNTENBHO NOCMOoTpena Ha Hee M3abenna.
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— OH gpyr Hawemn ceMbK, — ckasana Menucca.

— Y10? Y10 9 cnbiwy? — nepecnpocun 6apoHeT. — Kak Bbl MOrnn cOnM3nTbCA ¢ TUMOM, 3asiBMSIOLWMUM, YTO OH MOTOMOK anaden!

— 370 BCEro NULLb PeKNamMHbIn TPIOK, — HATSHYTO YNbliGHynack emy Menucca. — OH — apyr Haller ceMbu, He Bonee Toro.

OHa ¢ Hagexaon nocmoTpena Ha Huka, uwa noagepku, Ho TOT 00Xer ee negsHbIM B3rNs4oM, OT KOTOPOro e cTano 316Ko.

— Bbl kaTaeTechk Ha nbkax? — cnpocuna Apyras rocTbs, PeLUMB MPUATK el Ha MOMOLLIb.

— PaHblLue 5 060xana NbbkHbIA CNOPT, — pacLBena B 6narogapHor yneldoke Menucca. — Ho Tenepb ctaparcb He pUCKOBaTb, YTOObI HE NOMYYNTh TPaBMY.

— A Bbl He xO0Tenu Gkl cbirpaTh B HalleM knybe B TEHHUC? — BCTpsANa B UX pa3roBop Muccuc PaHgann.

Menwncca yctaBunach Ha Hee C UCKPEHHVUM M3YMIEHNEM: 3Ta fama, JOBONbHO-TAKN MOSHAasA U HE NepBOW MOMNOAOCTU, OKa3biBaeTcs, obrnagaeTt YyBCTBOM
tomopa!

— He 3Hato, s npobyay 3aeck NuLlb Napy AHEW, — YKNOHYMBO oTBeTUna Menucca.

— BoT kak? Tak npuxoguTte 3aBTpa, NOKa HaLUM MyX4YUHbl 6yayT OXOTUTLCS!

— Y MeHs oTnyck, — ckasana Menucca. — W Ha pakeTKy MHe Jaxe CMOTPeTb He XOYeTCH, eCriv rOBOPUTb YECTHO.

— Mol Bac ymonsem! — BOCKIMKHYNa Apyras maTpoHa. — Bbl fagnTe BceM Ham nokasaTernbHbln ypok!

— Her, 9 He cmory, — TBepao oTBeTuna Menucca.

Huk nepesen 6ecenly B Apyroe pycno, Y4to0bl BbIDYUNTb €€ U3 HENOBKOIO MOMOXEHUS, HO MO3Xe OH cAenan el CTPorMin BbiroBOp.

— PasBe TpyaHO CTYKHYTb Napy NULLIHMX pa3 pakeTKoM Mo MsaYy? — cnpocun oH. — OXOTUTLCA Thl HE XOYelllb, Ha JbKax KaTaTbCHA He Xenaellb — YTO fio-
an o Tebe nogymarT? YTo Thl UX NpesnpaeLlb?

— EpyHpa! — BcnbixHyna Menucca. — NpocTto y npodheccrmoHanoB He NPUHATO AaBaTb 6ecnnaTtHble ypoku. Ecnn 66l 9 3Hana, 4to MHe npugeTtcst oTpaba-
TbiBaTb 3TOT YXKUH, 51 Obl HA HEro He nowuna. 3a ctonom cugen GyxranTep, M YTO-TO S HE 3ameTuna, YTobbl ero NPOCUNKU NPOBEPUTL NPaBUIBHOCTL 3aMoOJHe-
HWUS1 feKknapaumin B Hanorosyto cryx0y! A Bpay no4emMy-To He OCMaTpMBan HU Y KOro BPOCLUUIA HOTOTh!

— Korpa e Tbl noB3pocneellb, HakoHew! — BCbINu HUK 1 Monya Bbilen U3 cnanbHU.

MoMunpmnMcb OHM TOMNBbKO Ha paccBeTe, BCNOMHMB, Y4TO Menucce ckopo ynetaTb B ABCTpanumio.

— MpocTtn meHs, — nponeneTtana Menucca, XoTa 1 He 3Hana, 3a YTo el criegyeT nepen HAM U3BUHATLCS. — A ntobnto Tebs!

— A Toxe Tebs nobnto, — npuenek ee k cebe Huk.

OHu npepanuck nbBY C KAaKMM-TO XafHbIM HETEPNEHUEM, a MOCIE YKe He 3aTparmBanu 0onbHy Temy 06 Mx BeposTHOM Gpake n nepeesne Menuccel
B [(neHrappw.

— MNoxanyi, noegy-ka a4 ¢ Tobon B JIOHAOH, — 3asBun et Huk. — NepeHouyem B TO kBapTupe, a NOTOM A 0TBe3y Tebsa B Xutpay.

— 3710 6bINO BbI YyaEeCHO.

Ha 3T0T pa3 1M yxxe HMKTO He nomMeluan B TOHAOHCKOW KBapTupe, 1 HayTpo Huk Bpyuun Menucce KOMNAEKT KIoYen OT Hee.

— A nogyman, 4yto Tebe ynobHee OyaeT ocTaHaBNUBaTLCS MHOTAa 34ech, ObiBas Npoe3aom B JIoHAOHe, — cka3an OH.

— 37O 04YeHb MUIO C TBOEK CTOPOHbI, — MOLENoBana ero oHa 1 ybpana Kroum B CYyMOYKY.

Mo popore B asponopT OHa Mofn4yana, AymMas 0 NpeAcToswWeM e rogoBoM TypHe. Huk BHe3anHo 3asBui, YTO OYEeHb coxarneeT O TOM, YTO He 3axBaTun ¢
cobow nacnoprt.

— lMpepcraBnsio, Kak BbITAHYNack 661 uamMoHomus Katu, ecnm Gbl Mbl Npeactanu nepeg Helt BMecte! — BocknukHyna Menucca. — XKenato Tebe cyacT-
nueoro Bo3BpalleHns B [meHrappu, Huk!

— A a Tebe — yaayHoro noneTa u ycnelluHbIX BbICTYMNEHN! — 0OHAN ee oH. — 3BoHM! Yepes ceMb Hefenb A npuneYvy Ha TBOM AeHb POXAEHMS.

PacuenosaBLlmMcb Ha NpoLlaHne, OHU HEOXOTHO paccTannch, Aymasi O TOM, YTO XAeT X Bnepeaw.
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Tarasa 4

Cnycta Tpun Hegenu Menucca u Katn npubsinm B MenbbypH Ha OTkpbIToe nepBeHCTBO ABCTpanuu, npoBoaumoe Bo dPnivHaes-napk. MNMpogemoHcTpupo-
BaB XopoLune pesynbTaTbl B 0TOOPOYHbLIX COPEBHOBaHMSIX, Menncca nonyynna npaeo y4acTBOBaTb B MaTyax CUINbHEWLLMX TEHHUCUCTOB. KnumaT n TBepaoe
MOKPbITUE KOPTOB €€ BMNOJIHE yCTpamBanu, OHa C HeTeprneHveM oxugana Havana YeMmnuoHaTa.

MocenuBLnck B roctnHuue, Menucca BcTpeTunace ¢ rnasy Ha rnas c xekom. BepHast gaHHomy Po3e cnoBy, oHa ymonyana o (pMHaHCOBbIX Npobnemax
[aHunena n ckasana 6paTy, 4TO Aoma Bce B nopsigke. C orpoMHOM ropAoCTbio MOXBacTanacb oHa nepeg HUMm nogapkom Huka Ha PoxagectBo. Konbuo [keky
NMOHPAaBWNNOCh, HO OH He CTan MHTepecoBaTbCs, NOYEMY CEeCTpa HOCUT ero Ha NpaBom pyke.

— Mol ¢ TOBOW urpaem B TypHMpE CMeLLaHHbIX nap, — coobwun [hxek Menucce. — KTo TBow napTHEP B XEHCKMX NapHbIX nrpax? Katn?

— Her, Jlasa PeHyuk, — otBeTMna Menucca. — B OkneHge Mbl € Hel BbIWAN B hnHan.

— OTnn4HO! — BOCKNUKHYN [KeK, He OXuaaBLUMIA Takoro noBopoTa cobbITui. Jlansa, cectpa Xana PeHyuka, conuavnack ¢ Menuccon! Nio6onbIiTHO!

MosiBmBLLMICA Ha KopTe BMecTe ¢ Jlanson, Xan npuseTctBoBan [xkeka, kak ctaporo gpyra.

— 300pOBO, YTO HaLLK CECTPbI NOAPYXUNUCHL, HEe nNpaBaa Nn? — ckasan oH. — VX napTHEPCTBO MPUHOCUT Hennoxme pesynbTaTbl

— Ho ponro nu npoanutcs ux anbsaHC? — ckentuyecku cnpocvn [xek. — Boixog B douHan urp B HoBol 3enaHgum ewe H1 0 Yem He roBopuT!

— YBepsio Teb, 4TO ux Napa CKopo MpocnaBnTCa Ha Becb Mup! A yxe npuayman onsa Hee HasaHwue: “LLoy Nuccel u Jlansel”! MazeTymky npuagyT B BOC-
TOpr, Korga s NOAKMHY UM 3Ty uaeto. lNocnylwan, — NOHN3MB rofoc, NOMHTepecoBancsa Xan, — ee poOMaH C TeM aHrMMYaHNHOM BCe ellle NpoaosnKkaeTca?

— lNMoxoxe, uto Aa, ctapuk. OHa HasbiBaeT ero “npenecTHbiM MarnbynKoM”, — KpMBO yYeMexHyncs [hxek. — HUK nogapun e konbLo ¢ candupom Ha Pox-
AeCTBO, Tak OHa Tenepb ero He CHUMaeT Aaxe B BaHHOW.

— OfHaKo HOCUT OHa ero NOYEMy-TO Ha MpPaBoK, a HE Ha NEBON pyKe. 3Ha4MT, OHU eLle He NOMONBMEHbI? Tak unn nHaye, OH cernyac OT Hac 3a Tpuge-
BATb 3eMenb. He noHumatro Menwnccy! Ei HykeH napeHb, ToXe yBnekatowmncsa TeHHUCOM, a Huka OH coBepLlUeHHO He mHTepecyeT. lNMocnywan, moxeT, 3a-
MOBWLbL 000 MHe Mpu cry4yae JoOpoe CNOBEeYKO? — C HaaeXaom nonpocun Xan.

— [a, Menucce HyxeH 4YenoBek, KOTOpbI criocobcTBoBarn Obl ee kapbepe, a He MeLlan Obl en, — kMBHyN [kek. — B 3ToM S ¢ To60M NonNHOCTLIO cornaceH!
JlagHo, xBaTUT GonTaTh, NOLUNM MOCMOTPUM, KakK OHU MOKaxyT cebs Ha TPeHUpPOBKe, HalLW ByayLime 3HaMEHUTOCTH.

Menwncca yHbINo rnsgena B OKHO rOCTUHUYHOTO HOMepa, 6e3pasnmMyHas K >xapkomy Criopy 3a ee CUMHON OTHOCUTENbHO ee Byayuiero. Ha copeBHOBaHMsIX
B MenbbypHe OHa cymena BbIATU B TPETUI TYp B COCTA3aHUAX “OAUHOYEK’ 1 B YeTBepPTb(UHAN B 060omx pa3psaax napHbix urp. Ee dmHaHcoBble gena nownu
Ha nag, BCensas B Hee Hagexay, YTO el BCKope yOacTCs 3HauMTenbHO cokpaTuTb gonr nepeq [IxekoM. Ho 3BOHOK OT Huka ucnoptun en Bce pagyxHoe Ha-
CTpO€eHue: oH coobmn, yto CTtapuka xBaTun ygap, No3ToMy ero npuessa Ha Npa3fHOBaHWE €€ [HA POXAEHUS OTMEHSAETCS.

— Menuccal! — oknukHyn ee 6paT. — Menucca, Tbl CnnLLb? — rPOMYe MOBTOPWI OH, U OHa 0bepHynack. — YTo Tel 06 3TOM AymaeLlb?

Oxek n KaTy HakoHeL-TO NoMMpUnMch — KaTu Bblogymana, 4to oHa o63aBenack HOBbIM ApYXKoM B Hblo-Mopke, — 1 Tenepb ropsyo cnopunu o cyasbe
Menuccel. [xek xxgan oTeeTa.

— 7 Bo BceM cornacHa ¢ Katu, — Bano oteetuna emy cectpa. — OHa 3HaeT, YTo Ans MeHs nyulle.

— 3HauuT, peweHo! — yaoBneTBOPEHHO kMBHYI [kek. — A Tenepb, KaTu, MHE Hy>XHO MOroBOPUTL C CECTPON HaeauHe, U3BUHN.

— Papu Bora! — ynei6Hynacb Katu 1 BbllLna n3 kOMHaThl.

— Menucca! — nocypoBeB nuuomM, ckasan [xek, — 3BOHMNa Mama: Haw bennBypa BeICTaBneH Ha Topri 3a Jonru oTua. A cam oH cobupaeTtcst nepebpaTtbes
Ha bepmy.

— He moxeTt 6biTh! — Boinanuna Menucca. — A 6bina yBepeHa, 4to OH BCce ynaaut. [lom gormkeH Obin nepenitu no Hacneactsy Tebe! Tol cobupaeluscs
€ro BbIKYMnUTbL?

— VIMeHHO 06 3TOM Ham U HY>XHO MOroBOPUTb, — TsKeno B3doxHyn [hkek. — Kak-Hukak, benneyg — v 1Bov oM. MeHs1 He npenbLiaeT Xu3Hb B A€PEBHE,
Kak Tbl cama noHMMaellb. Ho Beab Benneya cnyxun HaMm pofoBbIM rHe30M 6ornee Tpex BekoB! [oTepsATb ero NpocTo HEMbICITUMO.
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— A Bce noHuMMato, — ckasana Menucca. — Ckonbko noTpebyeTcs geHer?

— He meHee aByX MUIMIMOHOB, — B3A0XHYI [xek.

— KpyrneHnbkasa cymma! — cagenana 6onblune rnasa Menucca. — He »xanb paccraBaTbCsl C HEW pafy CEHTMMEHTaNbHbIX BOCMOMUHAHWIA O geTcTBe? A KO-
raa HayHyTca Toprn?

— Yepes Tpu Hegenu. A coobuly Tebe 0 cBoeM pelueHun. — [hkek 03abo4YeHHO MOCMOTPEN Ha Yackl U BCTan co cTyna. — MHe nopa B asponopT. [JomnxkeH
OTMETUTb, YTO Thbl BbICTYNUIIA 346eCb He cnabo, — NoLenoBan OH CECTPY B LLEKY.

— Cnacubo, — ckasana oHa. — Ho B aTom 6onbluasi 3acnyra n Katn toxe! — Pasnyka ¢ 6paTtom yapyyana ee. [leHb cerofHs Bblgancsi NpoCTo YXacHbIn! —
Mepepasan npueeT Ancy!

— A ckaxy, 4TO Thl MOXenana emy c4acTnMBOro nyTu, — KPUBO YCMEXHYICA OpaT 1, 0GHAB ee Ha npollaHme, Bbillen U3 HoMepa.

Cnycta Tpu Hegenu nopg dyrnac JIeHHOKC CKOHYarcsi HOYbIO BO CHE, MUPHO U CMIOKOWHO.

— Mpnmn mon cobonesHoBaHMs, — ckasana no TenedoHy Menncca Huky, korga oH coobLumn en 3Ty ropbKyto HOBOCTb. — A paga, uTo Bce e ycrnena no-
BMAATbCA C HAM.

— Tl eMy NOHpaBunack, — ckasan Huk. — 3Haelb, noxanyi, Tebe He HY>XHO NMpuneTaTb Ha NOXOPOHbI.

Y Menuccel OT yAMBNEHUS BbITSHYNOCh NMLO: BbineTaTe U3 ABCTpanuu Ha ApYyron KoHeL, cBeTa BO BpeMs TypHe oHa M He cobupanack. Kak HU cumnatu-
YeH el ObIn NOKOKHbIA BapoHeT, OHa efBa ero 3Hana.

— lNMpusHaTtbcd, 3TO M HE BXOAUIO B MOM MiaHbl, — XONOAHO OTBETUIA OHA. — Y MEeHS BECbMa HanpsiKeHHbIN rpadouk BbICTYMNEHWA.

— 4 noHumato, — B3goxHyn Huk. — 3geck Toxe TBOPUTCH Kakad-To Yexapga. JlagHo, Nno3BoHio Tebe elle Yyepes napy OHEN.

— byay xaaTb TBOero 3BoHKa, — cka3ana Menucca 1 nonoxuna Tpybky, KpacHas oT 3rnoctn. — OH gaxe He cnpocun, kak Mou ycnexu! — OHa B ApocTu
cxana Kynadku, obepHysLlmMcb nuuoM kK Katn. — A Bnepsble Bbilina B huHan B 0AMHOYHOM TYPHUPE, a EMY HannesaTtb Ha 3TO!

— Y Hero xBaTaeT cobCTBEHHbIX 3ab0T, — HeonpeaeneHHo oTo3Banack Katu, He xenas BeiBognTe Menuccy ns pasHoecus. To, 4to Huk 3aeck He 00bS-
BUTCH B Grivbkarilee BpeMsi, ee BMNoJiHe yCcTpauBarno, HO OHa He CcTana AeMOHCTPMPOBaThb NIMKOBaHMWE: HakaHyHe peluarollero matda Menucca gomkHa ObiTe
B HOpMaribHOM HacTpoeHun. — Kak TOfbKO OH CO BCeMU HUMU yrpasuTcs!

— Emy nomoxet Lennal — dbipkHyna Menucca. Tenepb, nocrne cMepT 6apoHeTa, Ta Bpa4 N OyaeT TOponUTLCA NOKUHYTL [neHrappw, ecnv TomnbKo
HuvK He ykaxeT e Ha ABepb. A OH 3TOro HaBepHsika He caenaeT.

Pa3soanuBlimch Ha Huka n BoobLye Ha Beckb cBeT, Menucca nobeauna B mHansHom BcTpeye. Ee pagocty no atomy noBoay He Obino npegena. OHa no-
3BOHUNa [keky n matepu 1 coobLiuna um aTy pagoCTHyl0 BeCTb. HYKy 3BOHMTbL OHa He cTana.

OpaHako yXXe Ha criegylollen Hegene oHa npourpana geByLUKe, 3aHMMatoLWen 3HaUMTENbHO XydLwee MecTo B kKBanndukaumoHHon Tabnuue npodeccuno-
HanbHbIX TEHHUCUCTOB. NMopaxeHne MOMEHTaNbLHO OMYCTUINO ee ¢ HeBGec Ha 3eMrio.

— MNpodgeccuoHanbHas cnopTCMEHKa [OMKHa NOCTOAHHO ObiTb B hopme, — KpMBO yCMexHyrnacb Katu. — Y T1ebsa npekpacHble uanyeckme gaHHbIe, HO
Belb HYXHO eLle MMeTb 0CcobbIN cknaa yma, Mosl LOPOrast; Xarb, YTO 1 HE MOTy MOMEHSITbCA C TOOON Mo3ramu.

— Ho s Bcerga nomHo TBOM COBEThI, BbIXOAA Ha KOPT! — Bo3pasuna en Menucca. — W Bce e Tbl NpaBa: s Yepecyyp 3a3Hanack nocrne nobeabl B npeapl-
ayliem TypHupe. lNMocTapatock Bnpeab He AonyckaTb NOJOOHOM OLLIMOKA.

HakaHyHe ToproB Huk npuexan Ha aBTomobune B JIOHOOH 1M OCTAHOBWIICA Ha KBapTMpe nokonHoro CTtapuka, HamepeBasicb YTPOM OTnpaBuTbcst B ben-
nBya. AyKUWOH yCTpamBancsi cneuuansHo Ans Nnpodaxu ycaabbbl, M HUK pelunn Bocnons3oBaTbCs Criydaem, YTobbl eLle pa3 OCMOTPeTb OM U ero OKpecT-
HOCTW.

OaHnena ®appenna oH 3actan 3a 6eceom € rpynnon My>XYnH 1 NOJOLLEN K HEMY.

— Xopowwo, yTo Tbl Npuexan, Huk! — npuseTcTBoBan ero [1sHnen ¢ cambiM pagyLHbiM BUOOM. OTO HECKOMNbKO 03agaunno Huka.

— ObcToATENBLCTBA HaLLen BCTPEeUM HECKOSBKO NOPTAT HaM 060MM HAacTPOEHWE, — 3aMeTUI OH.

— # Tak He cunTalo, 3TO MOe Nyyllee pelleHne 3a nocneaHue roabl. HakoHeL-To 9 CO CMOKOMHOW OyLIon cMory nepebpaTtbest Ha ceoto depmy. bennesyn
cTan HUKOMY He HyXeH: [xek He cobupaeTcsa 3aHMMaTbCA CenbCKMM X03aMCcTBOM, a Menuncca, o4eBMAHO, BEINOET 3aMyX 1 NepPecennTcs K Myxy. BepHo?
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— Hapetocb, 4to Tak oHO 1 6yaeT, — ynbibHyncsa Huk.

— 3angem B A0OM, BbiMbEM 3a Hally BCTpeyy, — npeanoxun OsHuen. — A noka He nepeBe3 CBOW BMHHbIE 3anachl HA HOBOE MEeCTO.

— C yaoBOnbCTBMEM.

— Buckn? — cnpocun xo3amH. — Tel He cobupaelLlbcs y4acTBOBaTh B TOprax, 4 AyMmar? — NpoTarMeas roctio 6okan, MOMHTEpEeCoBarcs OH.

— HeT, npocto MHe xoTenock ewe pa3 nobeiBath 3aeck. Kctatn, Menucca npocuna meHsi 3abpaTb KOe-Kakne NYHbIe BeLLM.

— Bce yxe ynakoBaHO B silLMKKM, — ckasan [aHuen. — Mpymmn mon cobonesHoBaHUS B CBSA3M C KOHYMHOM TBOero asam! Ho 4to 9T0? — HAaCTOPOXKWIICS OH,
3acnbllaB Kakom-To WyM BHU3Y. — KaxkeTcs, s cnbiwan ronoc Mennceb!! ToYHO, 310 oHa!

OHu oba nobexann BcTpeyaTb ee, HO Huk oborHan OaHuena n nogxsatn Menuccy Ha pyku, no3abbiB OT pagocTy O NPUCYTCTBMM ee poauTenew, — 3a
CNMHOM Jo4Yepu cTosina ynbeibatowasacs Posa.

— Boxe, Kak xe s cyacTnmB BuaeTb Teds 3geck! — BocknukHyn Huk. — Tl Hagonro?

— Ha cyTkn! Npoctute, cap, s 3abbina, Kak Tenepb cnefyeT Bac NPUBETCTBOBATh, — OHA LUYTNNBO M306pasnna peBepaHc.

— MNpekpaTtn nasicHMyaTb, — Haxmypurncs Huk. — Tel cobupaellbca NpucyTCTBOBaTb Ha ayKUUOHE?

— MNoroBopum 06 aTOM No3xe, — noTynunack Menucca, He xenas HapyLaTb yroBop ¢ [bxekom. — MNownu norynsem!

Mocne HeNnpPOJOMKNTENBHON NPOTYIKU OHW BOLLNW B 3ar, rAe AOIMKHbI Obin NpoBOAUTLCH TOPIU.

Tam yxxe cobpanuce coceau, npuealune n3 nbonsITCTBa, M NoKynatenu. Huk ¢ yausneHnem sameTtun, 4to Menucca He onevyaneHa NpoUCXOAsLLMM U
BCE BpeMs Ha KOro-To nornsgbisaeT.

— 310 [Nper PeliHonbae, — ckasana oHa, NnepexsaTvB ero BHMMaTeSbHbIN B3rMs4 Ha HE3HAKOMOro MyXXUnHy. HuK noxan nnevamu: 3T0 UMSI HUYEro emy He
roBopuno. Menucca cunbHee cxana eMy pyKy — TOprn Havarnucb.

— OAvH MUNNUOH NATBCOT Thicad... LWecTbcoT, cnacnbo, cap! — Havyan aykuMoH YenoBeK C AEPEBSHHbIM MOMOTKOM. — MUNMMOH CEMBCOT ThiCsAY... Bo-
cembcoT! [DKEHTNBbMEH B 3aHEM psay nNpeanaraet MANMMOH AeBATLCOT Thicad. OTnuyHo! Ko 6onblue?

— lMpoknartbe! — B cepauax BocknmkHyna Menucca. — KTo ato?

BHesanHo Huk BcnomHun, yto 'per PenHonbae — ynpasnswowmi genamm Menuccesl un [xeka. Tak BOT TOYeEMy OHa BCe BPEMS Ha HEro ornsgpisanach!
Ho uT0 e 3agymanu 6pat u cectpa?

— OBa munnuoHa! bnarogapto Bac, cap! [Isa cto? — OH nocmoTpen Ha ['pera — TOT kmBHyn. — [NpeBoc